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T
he Nose for the New Year 

resolved to write the best, 

most informative and

entertaining column on DC poli-

tics. You, Dear Readers, are the 

benefi ciaries.

Th is month, Th e Nose has 

worked his sources to get an ad-

vance copy of Mayor BlackBerry’s 

2010 State of the District address. 

For all those who question the

reportorial quality of this space,

so there. 

REMARKS AS PREPARED 
FOR DELIVERY

Mayor Adrian M. Fenty’s 2010 
State of the District Address: 

I’m an arrogant SOB, but is 

there anyone else?

Introduction:
Hello, everyone. Let me start 

by acknowledging all of our won-

derful seniors here in Fort Lincoln. 

I’ve chosen to speak at this other-

worldly outpost of the city because 

seniors vote, and I’d like to do well 

in Ward 5. So here I am.

Even in these diffi  cult econom-

ic times, the District is thriving 

under my leadership. Th e Census 

estimates we’re close to 600,000 

residents, our commercial real 

estate market is still strong, and 

we’ve retained our Triple A bond 

rating even though I couldn’t name 

any of the rating agencies before I 

became mayor.

Since I took offi  ce more than 

three years ago, I’ve traveled across 

the District of Columbia – some-

times without my police detail, 

sometimes in the passenger seat 

while my high school substitute 

teacher drove the city Navigator, 

sometimes with my triathlete bud-

dies as police cleared the streets 

for our bike rides. I haven’t really 

listened to you much – I’ve deter-

mined that’s what big city mayors 

do – but I’ve taken decisive ac-

tion that the Washington Post still 

seems to like, so I’m happy.

I think you should be, too. My 

go-with-my-gut, ignore-hard-ques-

tions, ride-bikes-and-go-to-bed-

early style has many in the city 

comparing me to George W. Bush, 

but I’ll ask a question that’s more 

Reaganesque: Are you better off  

than you were four years ago? Are 

test scores improving in DC public 

schools, and do we have a rock star 

chancellor? Yes. Are those ridiculous 

taxicab zone fares gone? Yes. Do you 

have a pool in Ward 3? Yes.

So while I’ve handled a historic 

inauguration and snowstorm, some 

rumored to challenge me on the 

council have focused on major is-

sues, such as how many free tick-

ets they get to see our gun-toting 

Washington Wizards. I’m the may-

or. I get things done. I’m trying to 

make this place a world-class city. 

I hand out those Verizon Center 

tickets to my developer friends, 

and in return they ask for lots of tax 

breaks, so we can build their proj-

ects. I hope you enjoyed Springs-

teen, Chris Donatelli.

Education:
I have made education the cen-

terpiece of my administration. Ev-

eryone in the world seems to know 

my schools chancellor, Michelle 

Rhee: She’s been on the cover of 

Time looking like a witch; PBS 

and NPR just love her; she’s en-

gaged to former basketball star and 

charter school founder Kevin John-

son. We’ll get to that in a minute.

Lately she’s accused some 

teachers of having sex with stu-

dents. Is that why she fi red them? 

I thought it was that we wanted to 

piss off  the teachers union to show 

they’re protecting the worst, laziest, 

most incompetent teachers. Now 

some have tried to make connec-

tions between Rhee’s statement 

and these awful, spurious stories 

about KJ’s interactions with some 

under-age students at his charter 

schools. I have no comment on 

this matter. Even if you ask me a 

thousand times with your print 

reporter notepad, with your digi-

tal radio recorders or even live on 

those pre-dawn TV segments, I’m 

not answering them.

I’ll treat that question like I do 

any other tough question the press 

asks of me: I’ll say my Mayoral 

Consigliere Peter Nickles is look-

ing into the matter. I’ll then say that 

my press offi  ce will release a state-

ment. It will say nothing. Th at’s the 

way big city mayors operate.

Look. Some of you don’t like 

Rhee. You say she makes decisions 

without consulting you, she’s arro-

gant, and she’s just concerned about 

controlling her power. Th at’s why I 

hired her. She’s like me. 

Public Safety:
With the help of Police Chief 

Cathy Lanier, we’ve seen a big drop 

in homicides. On the other hand, 

DC Fire/EMS Chief Dennis Ru-

bin’s troops seem to do their best 

to kill EMS patients. Can’t have 

everything.

Once again, I’ll say that this is 

the best DC Council ever. In pub-

lic I like to say that I have a great 

working relationship with them. 

Th e best! But I could do without a 

few of them — like Phil “the Nit-

picker” Mendelson and Mary “An-

gry Woman” Cheh. She is so angry, 

isn’t she? My goodness, I built that 

beautiful Wilson Aquatic Center 

so I could train in comfort, and so 

her underserved, neglected Ward 3 

residents could fi nally have a pool 

and save on that St. Albans mem-

bership. Times are tough.

Now Mendo and Cheh are 

head of the anti-Fenty block on the 

council. And who often joins them? 

Mayor/Councilmember-for-Life 

Marion Barry, Yvette “Holdup” 

Alexander, Harry “Not My Dad” 

Th omas Jr. and Michael “Not My 

Dad Either” Brown. Have you ever 

seen a weirder, bigger freak show? 

Do you really hate my May-

oral Consigliere that much to be

associated with these others, Mary 

and Phil? 

Here’s my opinion: If I saw 

Harry Th omas Jr.’s boys all walking 

together, I’d consider them a gang. 

Th e Th omas gang. Th ey’d probably 

beat up my twin boys. Th at’s why 

we need the crime bill I proposed.

Health Care and
Human Services:

I know you seniors are think-

ing: Please don’t let an ambulance 

take me to Greater Southeast, 

which we renamed United Medical 

Center. Luckily, you’re much closer 

to Providence or Washington Hos-

pital Center. Others aren’t so lucky.

I have to say I share your con-

cern. He’s been a loyal supporter, 

but even I think David “Can’t 

Standya” Catania is nuts on this 

one. Th at hospital is a black hole of 

money, but we just can’t close a hos-

pital east of the river. Mayor Wil-

liams wasn’t even clueless enough 

to do that.

Have I mentioned how many 

senior centers I’ve opened in my 

administration?

On all those other things big 

city mayors usually talk about at 

these events – like homeless ser-

vices, jobs, recreation centers – I’m 

doing them. As fast as possible. 

My administration is even cutting 

checks for some of these projects 

on Christmas Eve. 

Th ank you all for coming

out today. God Bless the District

of Columbia.

Have a tip or a comment for the Nose? 
E-mail Th eNose@HillRag.com.   ★

by Anonymous



HOME OWNERSHIP IN DC
AFFORDABLE ONCE AGAIN

GOOD RATES, $8,000 TAX CREDIT STILL
AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY

SPECIAL HOME PURCHASE &
LOW COST REFINANCE PROGRAMS &
REVERSE MORTGAGES FOR SENIORS

CALL PATTY BAKER 202-832-1845 x258
pbaker@MannaDC.org

DC’s First & Only Non-Profit Mortgage Co
Seventh Year Helping DC Home Buyers and Home Owners

828 Evarts Street NE,
Washington, DC 20018

An Equal Housing Lender
Mortgage Broker License

MLB #4601



introducing...

In March we are presenting DC North 
with a new focus on MidCity DC. This 

monthly newsmagazine brings you on 
the news, business happenings, enter-
tainment and lifestyle features of 14th 
and U, Logan Circle, Shaw, Mount Ver-
non, Bloomingdale, Columbia Heights 
and Brookland, with wide distribution 
throughout northwest and northeast 
DC. See what we have going on!

The New Face of
           DC North

MIDCITY
FEBRUARY 2010

MIDCITY

Watch for It!

Brand New Shopping Columns

Dining News and Reviews

Arts and Entertainment

Neighborhood News Columns

Residential Home Sales Prices

Kids and Family Calendar and School News

Urban Home Design and Product Watch

City-wide Political Columns – The District Beat and the Nose

www.capitalcommunitynews.com


