Babysitters for the Furry Kids

TOP to BOTTOM

Wagtime offers a wide array of pet
supplies, including outfits ranging
from raincoat practical to “I can't
control my licker” funny.

Lisa Schreiber and Ofer Khal, own-
ers of Wagtime, are swarmed by
some of the smaller dogs temporar-
ily residing on the top floor of the
store’s Ninth Street NW location.
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Wagtime Is a One-Stop Shop for Round-the-Clock Pet Care

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY KYLE JoHNSON

en Lisa Schreiber started a dog-
walking business in Northwest Wash-
ington about 10 years ago, she was just

trying to make some extra money to supplement
her income from a retail job. Now, however, Sch-
reiber and husband Ofer Khal think about dogs
all day, everyday.

Schreiber and Khal own and operate Wagtime,
located at 1232 Ninth St. NW, just across the street
from the Walter E. Washington Convention Cen-
ter. Wagtime provides all the services District pet
owners need to take care of their beloved pets of
all breeds and ages, offering boarding and daycare,
grooming, dog walking and cat sitting.

In addition, Wagtime has a few unique services
that are aimed at saving time for pet owners.

“Valet Barking” allows pet owners to drop off
and pick up their pet, curbside, and drive off so
they’re not stuck looking for a downtown parking
spot in the morning. Wagtime also operates a van
that picks up dogs at home and drops them oft at
the end of the day.

Schreiber, a Great Falls, Va., native, said most
of Wagtime’s customers are young working couples
without kids of their own.

“Butwith our clients, their dogs are their kids,”
she said.

Many customers call in throughout the day to
make sure Fido is fine, Khal said. Later this sum-
mer, concerned owners will be able to take advan-
tage of the webcams installed throughout the store.
Once operational, these webcams will transmit a
24-hour live feed of the rooms housing the dogs.

Bigger and Better

Wagtime is already in its third location, but
this current spot should be home to the business
for a long time.

Khal, who grew up in Tel Aviv, Israel, said they
leased the main floor of their building starting
about five years ago. Before Wagtime moved in,
the site had been vacant for years.

“When we moved in, the building looked like
it was ready to fall down on us,” he said. “But this is



a great location. When we moved in,
I don't think we realized how good of
a spot it was.”

'The building was put up for sale
two years ago, and Schreiber and
Khal decided to put in an offer so they
wouldn’t have to move again. They are
just now finishing up a top-to-bot-
tom remodeling of the building.

“We went to the bank and pretty
much took out the biggest loan pos-
sible. Now we owe our lives to the
bank, but it’s worth it,” Khal said.

Wagtime now operates out of the
entire building, with grooming in the
basement and a pet supply store op-
erating on the ground floor.

Dogs at the store for boarding
or daycare are split up based on size.
'The bigger dogs get a large room in
the back of the store, with a narrow
alley outside and a small overflow
room in the basement connected via
doggy doors, and the little dogs run
the show on the top floor and the
adjacent rooftop “Woof Deck.” Se-
niors and other dogs that dont do
well around others occupy a small
room with a mural of famous dogs on
the wall and soothing music playing
from the nearby stereo.

Khal said Wagtime now aver-
ages about 60 dogs per day for day-
care and boarding, and the staff has
nearly doubled to 20 employees just
over the past six months as business
continues to grow.

The ‘yuppie alternative’

Schreiber and Khal’s business vi-
sion is best summarized as trying to
do what’s best for the animals. While
the dogs are put into cages during
mealtime, the rest of their stay at
Wagtime is cage-free.

Dog beds are strewn across the
dog rooms, and at least one employee
stays at the store overnight to check
up on the dogs spending the night.

“This is not a kennel,” Schreiber
said. “It’s a yuppie alternative to a
kennel.”

Similarily, the products sold at
the pet supply store have the best in-
terests of animals in mind: words like
“cage-free,” “organic” and “all natural”
are found on most of the packaging.

“We really put our heart into this,
and I hope it shows,” Schreiber said.
“But it’s hard work.”

For more information on Wagtime, visit
www.wagtimedc.com or call 202789~
0870. %
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BAR & GRILL

SAN ANTONIO BAR & GRILL IS NOW IN BROOKLAND!
~ Tex Mex & Latin American Cuisine ~

Celebrate Your July 4th
Holiday With Us

15% off

Lunch and Brunch

(liquor excluded)

Available for Private & Corporate Events

3908 12th St. NE 202-832-8080

Mon. - Thu. 11am-10pm Fri.
Sat. & Sun. 1lam-11pm
Happy Hour 3-7pm Mon-Sat
Brunch 11am-5pm Sun

parking available
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ANACOSTIA ART GALLERY & BOUTIOUE

Dpen Thursday-Sunday 1Tam- 7pm

Featunng... Bae's Place, Unigue Designer Fashions
Dbama Collectibles = Art & Doll Warkshops = Book Signings
Artist Exhibits = Concerts = Multi-media/Production Venue
Kwerinme Mkrumah Ancestral Garden = Dromming Cale®
Beautiful Venue for Weddings, Receptions, Garden Parties, etc.

SThe best selection of art, African artifacts, unique clothing
jewelry & accessories, athric home decor, crafts, books,
und black memorabilia from here and around the world
and it sits east of the river I the Anacostio community®

ANACOSTIA ART GALLERY & BOUTIQUE
2806 Broce Place, SE Washington, DC 20020
{urp the il from Anmcostia EomrnllrlH‘il Ml.l'!!lhl'ﬂ
tel. 202 610 4188 fax 202 6102294 %
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WWW.ANDRENES.COM

ANDRENE’S

CARIBBEAN,/SOUL FOOD CARRY OUT

308 KEMNEDY ST., NW + WASHINGTOMN, DC
202,290 TOOT

DPFEN B A.M. — 3:30 P.M. [k0Or - FaL)
OPEN 11:30 A.M. - 10:30 P.M. (51

VISIT AND TAKE AWAY A RENEWED
LOVE FOR CARIBBEAN AND
SOUTHERN CUISINE!

FEATURING
JERK, CURRIED AND FRIED CHICKEN; OXTAILS,
BBQ RIBS; FRIED FISH, GREENS; MACARONI AND

CHEESE, CORN BREAD AND DESSERTS

OHE COUPON PER MONTH
SENIORS ARE NOT SUBJIECT TO $10 MINIMUM ORDER
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