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Neighborhood children receive basketball instruction during a block party Sept. 19 at the
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Turkey Thicket Recreation Center at 1100 Michigan Ave. NE. The John Thompson Founda-
tion, which sponsored the event, centers its efforts on children whose health or educational

John Thompson Foundation Focuses on Children
Kids Enjoy A Fund-raising Block Party At Turkey Thicket

By KeLLey Duruis

opportunities may be at-risk.

hildren are what the John

Thompson Foundation is all

about, and about 100 kids at-
tended a block party sponsored by
the foundation Sept. 19 at the Turkey
Thicket recreation Center, 1100 Mich-
igan Ave. NE.

JohnThompson III, currently coach
of the Georgetown University Hoyas
basketball team, started the foundation
in 2007 as a nonprofit organization
aimed at fostering and supporting oth-
er nonprofits that serve children and
their families, its primary focus being
education and health care.

Event spokesman Barry Florence
said the foundation’s special concern
is at-risk children -- children whose
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health might be in jeopardy due to
lack of financial or other resources, or
sometimes because of abuse.

This year the Thompson Founda-
tion has partnered with the Washing-
ton Jesuit Academy, which provides
education tuition-free to boys in the
sixth, seventh and eighth grades.

“Basketball is the organization’s lin-
eage,”said Florence, noting that the fa-
ther of the organization’s founder, John
Thompson II, was a notable basketball
coach at Georgetown before his son’s
tenure, and played in the NBA for the
Boston Celtics with such stellar figures
as Bill Russell. “But the idea behind
the organization is that John wants to
give something back to the community

he was raised in.”

“Having grown up in Washington,
D.C,, the city has always held a special
place in his heart,” Florence continued.
“He coached for a time at Princeton,
and when he returned home, he de-
cided he wanted to do something for
the community and the foundation
was started.”

Beneficiaries of other foundation
events in the community have includ-
ed Capitol Breast Cancer, the Boys and
Girls Clubs and other organizations,
Florence said.

Radio personality Donnie Simp-
son and Ward 5 Councilmember
Harry Thomas were among those on

hand for the Sept. 19th event, which

centered around basketball instruction,
but also included eye and hearing ex-
ams. Clowns were on hand, there was
face-painting for the kids, and the
Washington Jesuit Academy had an
informational booth at the block party.

“They are trying to make this an
annual event, which will also include
a dinner for their partners,” Florence
said. “They pick a different partner
each year. They’ll pick a partner organi-
zation, have a dinner and then the next
day have another block party. This year
it was in Ward 5, and the hope is to do
it each year in another ward.”

For information on the foundation, go fo
Jtitifoundation.org, or call. Yk



NOTHING TIPS
THE SCALES OF JUSTICE

LIKE PASSION

IF wesu liker making e workd a bener |r|_1|. e, 1.1.'|r|'h||:|]___l on real vases with
distinguished fculty members, The Universiny of the Disteicr of Columbia David
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Three year, full-tuition Advocate for Justice Scholarships available -
www.lawudc.edu/ prospective / afj.himl

November 24, 20049 - Fall Law Day. Part-time law program now available.
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W SAINT ANSELM’S

VHEV ABBEY SCHOOL

We’ve invested 1,500 years
in your son’s future.

Take the 1,500-year-old Benedictine traditions of education and faith.
Combine that with St. Anselm’s 65-year history as one of the area’s leading
schools for academically gifted young men. What you get is a foundation for

lifelong learning grounded in the best of the classical liberal arts tradition.
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¢ Close-knit, 250-student community,
grades 6-12

¢ Challenging college-preparatory curriculum

¢ Catholic traditions, welcoming of all faiths

¢ Personal attention from teachers and staft

* 4()-acre Abbey campus

e Full range of sports, arts, music, and
extracurricular programs

¢ Close to Metro; Carpool facilitation available

Join us for our

FALL OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 1, 2009 ¢ 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

4501 South Dakota Avenue, NE » Washington, DC 20017 » Brookland /CUA Metro » 202-269-2379
www.saintanselms.org ¢ admissions@saintanselms.org
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EDMUND BURKE SCHOOL

Edmund Burke School invi
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Fall Open House
10.24.2009
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

m Chinese & English Immersionin all subjects
® |B Curriculum

® PrekK, Kindergarten, 1stand 2nd Grades

W Growing to PreK-8th Grade by 2015

B Beautiful Brookland, ME location

B Free for DC Residents
Attend an Info Session!

Go to washingtonyuying.org
for the latest dates.

Accepting applications for SY2010-11
tarting October 9, 2009

202.635.1950

4401 Bth Street, NE
Cround Floor
Washington, DC 20017

capitalcommunitynews.com % 47





