» Homes &

WHS Plumbing and Healing

Wingate Tower and
J Bringing Jobs Back to the Neighborhood

Garden Apartments

BY MicHELLE PHirps-EvaNs

4660 MLK Jr. Ave SW
Washington, DC 20032

0650 -
S7700

Spacious

Hardwood floors
Walk in closets
Dishwashers

Gated Community
Individually controlled
A/C and Heat

And much much more

Monday - Friday 8:30 am — 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Stop by or call for our specials
(202) 563-2651 or (202) 563-2654
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hen William Satter-

white decided to locate

his plumbing business,

WHS Plumbing and
Heating, at the corner of Goodhope
Road and Martin Luther King Jr. Av-
enue in Southeast, little did he know
that his 6-year-old enterprise would
face some challenges above the regular
ins and outs of running a small business.
The building, which he owns, had been
targeted by a development company,
Satterwhite said.

“They wanted to use eminent do-
main,” said Satterwhite about the de-
veloper trying to acquire the space.
His business can be seen from the exit
ramp off Interstate 395 heading to the
Anacostia, which is abuzz with activity.
Across the street from the business are
several large cranes, men wearing hard-
hats and a lot of movement. There are
new government-occupied buildings, a
new gallery, new businesses, a new Big
Chair and more. He said he planned on
expanding, but since there was a possi-
bility he might have to get “rid of the
place,” he decided to wait.
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William Satterwhite

“I don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen down the road,” he said. “I don't
want to hold up progress, but I feel
that by my coming back, I'm bringing
back jobs, and the store serves a need.
It’s a valuable business. It’s not that I
opened a liquor store. People have been
steady in coming in.” Satterwhite, a 46-
year-old former Ward 8 resident who
grew up on S Street in Southeast, said,
“There’s a need for a homegrown busi-
ness, so all the money doesn't go out the
community.”

Opened since 2004, WHS Plumbing
and Heating currently employs about 10
people, most of them District residents.
The company handles both residential
and commercial plumbing, providing
quick response for problems including
everything from faucets, food, disposers,
water heaters and toilets, according to
the company’s website. Satterwhite and
his staff have more than 20 years’ plumb-
ing experience, including the ability to
handle difficult emergencies.

Family-owned and operated by Sat-
terwhite — who holds masters plumbing
licenses in the District, Virginia and

Andrew Lightman



Maryland — and his wife, Mo-
nique, the business’s philosophy
is to “serve our customer with
the best quality of craftsman-
ship, materials, proficiency and
professionalism in the work-
manship in our staff;” he said,
adding that the company is li-
censed, bonded and insured.
Satterwhite graduated from
Wilson High School, and he
attended Devry Institute in
Atlanta, Ga. Monique, who
is from Elizabeth, NJ, gradu-
ated from a university in North
Carolina with a degree in com-
puter science and met William
while at college. She handles
the business’s financials, and
they now live in Ward 6.
Although the business has
been operating for six years,
Satterwhite is planning a grand
opening this spring. He said
that in the beginning of his
operation, it was mainly other
plumbers who frequented the
business. Recently, however, he
said more homeowners have
been seeking his services. What
separates WHS Plumbing from
other firms, according to Sat-
terwhite, is that it operates 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
He said the company “will do
our best to solve your problem.
Here at our company, we don't
believe in assuming the role of
your typical plumber. Wed like
to do more, and there’s nothing
that’s too challenging or trou-
blesome to prevent us from ap-
plying our highest standards.”
Satterwhite’s plan is to start
a plumbing school onsite at the
company to continually teach
young people in the neighbor-
hood about the trade. “I wanted
to grab a few adults, give them
a taste of plumbing,” he said,
and if they’re ready, he’ll get
them into an apprenticeship. “It
was important to me to bring
some jobs back to my neigh-

borhood.”

For more information, call WHS
Plumbing and Heating at 202-
255-9231, 202-262-8676, or
visit  www.whsplumbingand-

heating.com. %k
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You could OWN for Less than Rent

VA and FHA approved | Secure, gated parking

Full-size, in-unit Washer-Dryer
Granite, Stainless, Hardwoods, Balcony
Lg. Master Bedroom w/Walk-In

3% Seller closing help | Storage Unit, and more

**Last chance for $8,000 Credit**

DEADLINE 15 APRIL 30, 2010 (rOR CONTRACTS)

*Chwn for same as or less than rent
Approx. $5,000 tax credit every year
**$8,000 Federal Tax Credit

* You may qualify for total payment less than $1000/ma. depending
on credits, incentives and use of programs such as HPAP (DC residents),
EAHP (DC Gov't), DC Bond, Tax Abatement, union benefits, and others,

www.FIRSTHOMETOUR.cOM/T11312/BRANDED

Z
square

202.246.7404

i i rDFt 202.724.7290 (Senate Realty)
o steve@squarerootsales.com

3 STOPS TO
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4469, 4473, 4477 B STREEE SF_ V DC

Time is running oul to

join River Easts finesl

condo community.

Ask about our hot

“new pricing.” Only
a few unils

SENATE

Claire chiaQ§HL PDS

GaPH‘ol Hill familf Dentict

We offer ooml)!c+c Dental Care for adults and children.

Eactern Market Metro 51'0(;
1009 B Street, SE- - Waéhingfon, [

202-54F-2491
olairooargi”dok@\/orizon.nof
Free Parking_ - Handicapped Accessible - Mejor Ingurance Flan Accepted

Mariorie Shovlin
Licensed AcuPuncturist
e National Board Certified

e Master’s Degree in Acupuncture
® Evening and Weekend Hours Available

620 C Street SE
202.547.4234.

www.MarjorieShovlin.com

Acupuncture to relieve symptoms and preserve health
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