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S
everal Ward 7 redevelopment projects are 

temporarily off  “the fast-track.” In July, the 

DC Council was considering land disposition 

agreements (LDAs) for fi ve projects, including three 

in Ward 7: 

• Th e Strand Th eatre (Division and Nannie Helen 

Burroughs avenues NE), 

• “Eastern Avenue” (400-414 Eastern Ave. NE; 

6100 Dix St. NE) 

• and “Phase II” (northwest corner of Minnesota 

Avenue and Benning Road NE). 

Th ese projects can “play a signifi cant transforma-

tive role in their respective communities,” says Sean 

Madigan, spokesperson for the Deputy Mayor for 

Planning and Economic Development (DMPED). 

Benefi ts include “millions of dollars in new invest-

ment,” jobs, housing, retail and offi  ce space.

On July 8, the DC Council Committee on Gov-

ernment Operations and the Environment, chaired 

by Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh, and the 

Committee on Economic Development, chaired by 

At-Large Councilmember Kwame Brown, held a 

joint roundtable on the projects. Approval had been 

expected at the fi nal legislative session in July.

But all concerned now have several weeks for 

further consideration, as the LDAs were not ap-

proved before the recess.

Is ‘Phase II’ Surplus Land?
No fl ags were raised for the “Eastern Avenue” 

or Strand Th eatre projects during the roundtable. 

Community members agreed that the land in ques-

tion was “blighted” and “surplus.” Witnesses report-

ed active community benefi ts agreements.

Questions were raised, however, about “Phase 

II” – $13 million in land awarded to the Donatelli/

Blue Skye team in October 2008 for aff ordable and 

market-rate housing with ground-fl oor retail. Is this 

entirely “surplus”? Or should part be reserved for a 

project designed to alleviate dangerous congestion at 

the Minnesota-Benning intersection?

One of the two community members who ar-

gued for “Phase II” without qualifi cation – Suzan-

nah Codlin Greene – neglected to mention that she 

is a project manager for Blue Skye Development. 
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‘No One Asked Me’ Community Engagement Follows Land Disposition Delay
article and photos by Virginia Avniel Spatz

On a weekday evening, 
pedestrians and cyclists 
vie with motorists at the 
intersection of Benning Road 
and Minnesota Avenue NE. A 
project to reduce dangerous 
congestion here has been 
proposed as a “community 
benefi t” in exchange for $13 
million dollars in land at the 
northwest corner.



by Charlena Barnes

T
he Deanwood Citizens Association recently joined with Syl-

via Brown, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 7C04, 

to sponsor a successful neighborhood clean-up and com-

munity cookout. Th e Korean American Grocers Association sup-

plied the hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, snacks and drinks while Sixth 

District Metropolitan Police Department patrol offi  cers manned the 

grilled for the day. Forney Enterprises-Manhattan, the construction 

team for the 63,000-square-foot Deanwood Community Center 

and Library, provided cooling stations and informed residents about 

job opportunities and updates on the facility, which is expected to 

deliver in summer 2010.

New and seasoned residents, students from the University of the 

District of Columbia, and Court Services and Off ender Supervi-

sion Agency representatives, assisted in the neighborhood clean-up 

and participated in the healthy food demonstration. Nearly 200 free 

samples of smoothies, guacamole, yogurt parfaits and berries, ba-

nanas and pineapples were distributed. Th e samples were made with 

fresh fruits and vegetables funded by a mini-grant from East River 

Family Strengthening Collaborative. Th e demonstration even shared 

how to prepare homemade tortilla chips from fresh corn tortillas.  

Th e clean-up and healthy food demonstration are two initiatives 

the Deanwood Citizens Association has implemented as it works 

to improve the neighborhood’s quality-of-life and build community 

cohesion. 

 Th e Deanwood Citizens Association meets the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 1008 45th St. NE (First Baptist 

Church of Deanwood). To stay in touch with neighborhood hap-

penings and help plan next year’s events please join the listserv at 

deanwoodcitizensassociation-subscribe@yahoogroups.com, visit the 

website at www.deanwood.org, or call 202-398-5100.  

 

Charlena Barnes is treasurer of the Deanwood Citizens Association.  ★
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Beautify and Build Deanwood
Organization Brings Together Residents, 
Government, Businesses

Ajia Meux, president Deanwood Citizens Association, explains the simple, cost-effec-
tive ingredients in the yogurt parfait to MPD Assistant Chief Diane Groomes and Sixth 
District Captain Frank Hill.  Photo by Sylvia Brown

Two other community witnesses pointed 

out that the aff ected properties were not, 

as some assumed, “long abandoned” (e.g., 

the African Heritage Dance Center – op-

erating there for decades and still listed 

on Metro plaza signage – was forced to 

move by the government center project). 

Lifelong resident Dennis Chestnut and 

Cheryl Cort, of the Coalition for Smarter 

Growth, testifi ed to supporting “Phase II” 

with District retention of right of way for 

a possible viaduct off  Benning Road.

Ayris Scales, DMPED project man-

ager, testifi ed that the viaduct was an un-

funded “option” in the Great Streets plan, 

pronouncing its need “debatable.” 

“Debatable? I say preserve our op-

tions,” Cheh responded. “Th e burden 

should be on why we should get rid of 

[the relevant parcels]. ... Keep it in the 

inventory until such time as we can make 

use of it.”

Delay Prompts Engagement
After the LDAs failed to win quick 

approval, the Donatelli/Blue Skye team 

participated in a special meeting of Ad-

visory Neighborhood Commission 7D. 

Chris Donatelli and Larry Clark of Do-

natelli Development and Bryan “Scottie” 

Irving of Blue Skye had last met with the 

ANC in November 2008.

Asked at the roundtable whether the 

ANC supported the project, Donatelli re-

sponded: “I believe so. We’ve been fairly 

active, but it will only increase once we 

get past this [LDA process.]” In fact, 7D 

never voted support, and the team did not 

return to the community until July. 

Asked about this delay, Scales replied: 

“No one asked me.”

Some vocally blame lack of engage-

ment on previous ANC disorganization: 

Th ere was no quorum at the November 

2008 meeting and, apparently, no follow 

up from that commission. Th e new com-

mission – established in January – was 

not approached by Scales or the Donatelli 

team until after the LDA process stalled.

Chestnut believes all parties bear 

some responsibility. 

“Early on Donatelli was not engaged 

in this community at all, and we must 

have been presented to him in a margin-

alizing kind of way – promise them a tur-

key and then move forward.” 

Meanwhile, Chestnut adds, he saw 

good results, working with DMPED and 

developers to craft meaningful commu-

nity benefi ts agreements for the Strand 

and other projects in the Lincoln Heights 

area. He says he asked both Donatelli 

and Scales, as professionals who under-

stand the development process, to engage 

the community – which does not always 

know “when and how to insert them-

selves.” In the end, though, Chestnut and 

others argue, “It’s time for the community 

to step up its game.” 

Community Participation Sought
At the July 31 meeting, Donatelli ex-

pressed an interest in working with new 

commissioners and other members of 

the community. He also indicated – to 

Scales’ vocal disagreement – that the via-

duct could still be explored. Scales told 

the July 31 meeting that the viaduct is 

not a “community benefi t” but a “road to 

nowhere.” Th e Department of Employ-

ment Services, “Phase II” and the new 

Metro parking together will add 800 

parking spaces to “nowhere.”

An ad hoc committee planned to tour other 
Donatelli projects and begin working on 
Ward 7 specif ic suggestions. To participate, 
contact Willette Seaward, chair of ANC 
7D, or Ayris Scales in DMPED, 202-
727-6365.  ★★




