’ I Yhe Nose will leave all the vulgar, voyeuristic,
TMZ-esque reporting on Mayor-for-Life
Marion S. Barry Jr. to colleagues at our city’s

esteemed daily and weekly newspapers. For the re-
cord, The Nose has devoured every word and “ac-
cidental” recording included in these stories, though
at times The Nose has felt guilty, sad, and just plain
yucky for doing so.

But do not fear, Dear Readers: The Nose will
not try to switch the civic conversation by writing
about Phil Mendelson’s latest nitpicking or Kwame
Brown’s new eyewear. Instead, The Nose will tackle
three of the most vexing questions involving the
current Ward 8 councilmember.

Question 1: Why The Hell Does Ward 8 Keep
Electing This Man?

The Nose puts this in the category of other
seemingly easy but actually quite mystifying ques-
tions such as: Why aren’t you married? What is
the purpose of life> Why do people love Ben’s
Chili Bowl?

If you read the Washington Post, new Met-
ro columnist Robert McCartney would lead you
to believe that for all his foibles, Barry has been
a “stalwart, effective representative of the city’s
disadvantaged.”

Huh. For five years now, The Nose has heard
Barry talk about how Ward 8 is the least, the last,
and the lost. Or in a different spin, Ward 8 is always
No. 1: in unemployment, teenage pregnancy, HIV
infection rates, illiteracy, etc.

What has Barry done to turn these numbers
around?

Very little.

The Nose could go snarky and say that after
obsessing about his paramour’s health and state of
mind, her ex-husband’s whereabouts, and how many
cell minutes he has left each month — on top of his
occasional trip to Rehoboth, Jamaica, and Las Vegas
— when would Barry have time to tackle poverty,
health care, and job creation?

No. Instead, The Nose examined Barry’s legisla-
tive record since returning to public office in 2005.
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Here’s what The Nose found: Barry has been
ineffective as a legislator on the council. He intro-
duces many bills, but they never receive a hearing or
get voted on. Take these good-sounding bills Barry
introduced his first term as Ward 8 councilmember:
“Low to Moderate Income and Affordable Work-
force Housing Act”; “Guaranteed Summer Youth
Career Development and Entrepreneurship Train-
ing Act”; “Public Schools Teacher Incentive Pro-
gram Act.”

Problem is, none of these bills were considered
by his colleagues. Like many of Barry’s bills, they
went nowhere.

WEell, perhaps Barry was a little rusty at the start.
What about this year?

Same story: “Mandatory HIV Testing and
Educational Services for Inmates and Committed
Youth Amendment Act”; “Childhood Sexual Abuse
Prevention Amendment Act”; “Anacostia BID
Amendment Act.”

Bupkes.

Barry has been a champion of legislation involv-
ing ex-offenders. But what many of these residents
need is education, health care, and job training to
keep them from turning back to crime. Barry has
done little beyond rhetoric in these crucial areas of
public policy. As anyone who has sat in the council
chambers knows, Barry loves to talk on the dais.

Well then there’s the theory that in Barry, Ward
8 residents see themselves: their hopes, their strug-
gles with addiction, their aspirations for a better life,
their confrontations with “The Man.”

Really? On a recent sunny Saturday, The Nose
tested out this hypothesis while taking advantage
of free wifi at Eastern Market. Three middle-aged
black women, all DC natives, asked to share The
Nose’s table and the conversation soon turned to
Barry. “Marion Barry needs to find a rocking chair
and sit in it,” said one woman, as her friends laughed
and nodded. “I am so tired of that man.”

In the end, The Nose has concluded that Barry
himself offers the best answer. He recently told
Wiashington City Paper that he regretted never
having groomed a successor. The Nose believes

that was intentional. Or else, it shows how little
has come out of the time and money pumped over
the years into Barry’s signature programs: sum-
mer jobs, the Mayor’s Youth Leadership Institute,
and the Ward 8 Youth Leadership Council—one
of Barry’s recent earmarks.

Ward 8, you deserve better. So do all D.C. resi-
dents who are impacted by Barry’s antics. That in-
cludes you and me, but not Post columnist Robert
McCartney: He lives in Bethesda.

Robert, stick to writing about the Montgomery
County Council and the Purple Line.

Question 2: Why Would Anyone Agree To Be

Marion Barry's Lawyer?

It is well known Barry has little money. He
doesn't pay his taxes. He gets into trouble at odd
hours, in odd places.

What a pain-in-the-ass client, right? Barry at-
torney Fred Cooke must be a saint.

No, actually, Fred Cooke is a lobbyist. The Nose
will quote from Cooke’s law firm Web site: “His
practice includes representing businesses and orga-
nizations in legislative matters before the Council of
the District of Columbia and, with respect to regu-
latory matters, before District departments, agencies
and commissions.”

Barry might not be effective at writing and pass-
ing legislation, but he certainly is good at being an
obstacle to legislation. And that’s certainly helpful
for Cooke’s other clients.

Question 3: What's Up With Barry And The U.S.

Park Police?

Ah, finally, a simple one: Ward 8 has a ton of
federal land!

So in order to meet a “longtime political
friend” (March 2002 arrest in Buzzard Point),
attend a nonprofit community event (December
2006 citation near 25th Street and Alabama Av-
enue SE), or simply drive home (July 2009 stalk-

ing arrest in Anacostia Park), Barry has to travel

through federal turf. %



6000 sq. ft. buildable lot

on Capitol Hill

Rare Opportunity
at a Great Location!

Two blocks from the Potomac Ave. Metro
stop, the new Harris Teeter and the
Anacostia Waterfront riverwalk. Near
Pennsylvania Ave retail corridor, Eastern
Market and Barracks Row.
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£#1 A Wonderful Location
% | on Capitol Hill

3 buildable lots totalling 6000 sq. ft.,
3 two family flats or up to 6 condos
possible. Blueprints available (McAlli-
ster Architects); 10' Easement provides
all lots with parking. 13,000 sf GBA.

Kitty Kaupp & Tati Kaupp
Coldwell Banker
Residential Real Estate
605 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
202 255 0952 cell

202 741 1699 office

COLDWELL
BANKER
Srevecos:

INTERNATIONAL"




HEW FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION
www.hewfcu.com

Over 70 Years of lhvesting ix the Commanity

At HEWFCU, we believe that providing sound financial guidance to our young
g members is vital to the future wellness of the community and the nation at large. By
providing targeted programs, we have had the privilege of seeing young people
g grow to be well rounded and financially self-sufficient adults. You can say that we
have seen the investment pay off.

B LEWFOH Youth laitiatives

Z = » Student-Run High School Branches e Seminars

= HEWEY Cub Club Savings Program ¢ Interactive Internet Programs
* Generation APY Savings Program * Informative Newsletters
# Financial Training and Counseling = Youth Savings Accounts

* Reload+Plus Reloadable Visa® Card » Youth Share Certificates

Contact us today to learn more!
1.800.742.5582 | www.HEWFCU.com | Visit a branch near you.

Join today! If you live, work, worship, attend school, or regularly conduct
business in the following areas, you are eligible to join HEWFCU:

Washington, D.C. = All areas of the City Maryland ® Most areas of Prince
George’s and Montgomery Counties Virginia ® Most areas of the City of
Alexandria and Arlington and Fairfax Counties






