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he 17th Annual Hillcrest Garden
Tour featured eight magnificent
homes and sculptured gardens on a
blistering hot Father’s Day weekend.
The tour featured homes on Westo-
ver Drive, best described as a scenic
overlook off Pennsylvania Ave. Near-
ly one hundred participants shared
the day as homeowners, guides and
guests.  Participants followed the
loop to each house where they were
greeted by homeowners who de-
scribed their homes and their yards.
The tour ended with a barbeque
and fellowship.

“You like how you're in the hot
tub and you can still see the TV?!”

Maxine Burnett invited tour
members into her yard. The long-time
resident displayed the garden in the
corner of her house which included
hibiscus and New Guinea patience.
The oohs and ahhs commenced in
the backyard as guests explored a
multi-level deck constructed by Bur-
nett’s husband. Not a huge yard, but
it had just about everything you could
want in it. The shaded lot included a
screened gazebo with electricity and
a hot tub with a panoramic view of
the city. A small breakfast nook with
a four-foot roundtop table and high
chairs sat in the corner near the grill.
The yard seemed about ten degrees
cooler. Some participants seemed
to hover, as if they did not want
to leave.

“Ooh, look at the calla lilies!”

The exclamations of several of
the garden enthusiasts were immedi-
ate as they passed through the back-
yard of 3125. Sidney Glee, a widower,
moved into his home in 1972 with
his wife. The calla lilies, which she
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2. Karen Williams, Rob Bigrigg, Carrie Thornhill,

Marvin Bowser with Officer Persaud in background.

3. Carin Bigrigg, tour organizer.

planted, were the favorite part of this
splendid backyard that included a bar-
beque designed as a wishing well and a
hundred year old table from Howard
University.

“The lilies have as many as eight
blooms,” he mentioned while pointing
to a white bloom that had sprinkles of
purple. Those lilies are for sale along
with his home of 38 years.

Talitha and Kareem Stewart have
lived in the community for four years.
“We've come [to the tour] every year
since we moved in,” they responded to-
gether. “It’s a great place to meet other
people in the community and it also
gives inspiration on what we can do in
our yard.”

One young man was on his tenth
tour with his parents. He is eleven
years old.

Genelle Schuler attended the

tour for the first time accompanying
a friend who lives in the community.
“I'm a big garden geek,” she offered
explaining her presence on the tour.
As a self-described “native Arling-
tonian” she has heard the bad press
about this entire part of DC, where
Westover overlooks.

“I was aware of this community
and I see how people are very gen-
erous with their time,” she remarks.
“Sometimes Southeast gets a bad rap
and plenty of things that are writ-
ten about east of the river are not
charitable. It’s great to participate in
something positive.”

Alexis Simendinger recalled her
first Hillcrest Garden Tour. In 2000,
she was on the tour when it was a bus
tour. “I was born in DC, but lived all
over — Gaithersburg, Alexandria, An-
nadale — I didn’t know much about this
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Rare Opportunity at
a Great Location!

= PRICE REDUCED
- 3 buildable lots totalling 6000 sq. ft.,
3 two family flats or up to 6 condos
| possible. Blueprints available (McAlli-
| sterArchitects); 10' Easement provides
all lots with parking. 13,000 sf GBA.

6000 sq. ft. vacant lot on Capitol Hill

Two blocks from the Patomac Ave. Metro |~
stop, the new Harris Teeter and the
Anacostia Waterfront riverwalk. Near
Pennsylvania Ave retail corridor, Eastern
Market and Barracks Row.
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Guess Strasburg's Strikeouts!

Drop By Before the First Pitch
Tell Us The Number of Strasburg's Strikeouts
Then Bring Back Your Ticket Stub for a Free Drink
Get a Second If Your Prediction Rings True

STOP IN BEFORE AND AFTER THE GAMES

* Washington'’s First & Premier Sports Bar

» Schedule Your Private Parties Here,
NO ROOM RENTAL FEE

- DC Circulator Bus to the Ball Park:
- 22-Minute Walk to Stadium
- No Event Parking Restrictions in Front

" INDEPENDENCE WEEKEND HAVE OUR |
GREAT WEEKEND BRUNCH

or
OUR TRADITIONAL ALL-AMERICAN
BAR-B-Q PLATTERS

329 Pennsylvania Ave., SE » 202.543.3300
www.hawkanddoveonline.com
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Insect & Disease Diagnosis/Treatment
Tree & Shrub Fertilization
Tree Removal * Pruning * Planting * Root Pruning

Consulting * Tree Protection Plans
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www.BranchesTreeExperts.com
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Maxine Burnett welcomes the tour to her
backyard. Photo by Andrew Lightman

neighborhood.” Her opinion
of the community was “spec-
tactular.” Shortly thereafter, Si-
mendinger bought a house on
Westover Drive. Her home was
the fourth home on the tour.

“It’s like living in a park
here,” she beams discussing
the foxes, possum and snakes
she see regularly. She continues
while gushing over the photo-
graphs her next door neighbor
has taken of butterflies and
hummingbirds.

“Glad that so many from
our community around ward
7 and beyond came out today,”
were the remarks that Ward 7
councilmember Yvette Alexan-
der had to the group at that end
of the tour.

For seventeen years the
Hillcrest Garden Tours has
served as a crown jewel of civic
participation. Presented by the
Hillcrest Community Civic
Association the tour brings old
and new neighbors together as
well as showcase the best DC
has to offer to the broader com-
munity. Next year’s planning
committee is already forming.
To learn more about the garden
tours follow links from www.

HillcrestDC.com

Maceo Thomas is a local realtor. He
volunteers his time bringing arts to
the community in the form of the
Capital Hip Hop Soul Fest, this
year FREE in Marvin Gaye Park
on July 24th. Visit him at www.
maceothomas.com and www.capi-

talhiphopsoulfest.com *





