You picked it
with love.

We'll pack it with care.

Ship your holiday gifts before
the rush. Stop by your
neighbarhood store today.
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D WE BRING HEALTHCARE HOME

Nursing Services « Personal & Home Care Aide
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

SERY I I'\I.“-HI"FE.\IIIT‘-

202.293.2931
\ww.asapservicedc.com

Accessible & Superior Assistance for all Patients...

Visit us at our Capitol Hill Office
201 15th Street SE e Washington, DC 20003

Home Health Division

Proudly Served the Washington Metropolitan Area for over 20 years
Medicare and Medicaid Accepted

Veferans Day
An Evening of Jazz

Featuring

Marcus Johnson

Sponsored by:
Access Housing Inc. (DC)
Southeast Veterans Service Center (SEVSC)

Veterans Day
Wednesday
November 11, 2009
6pm-9pm
THEARC Theater
1901 Mississippi Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20020

Tickets In Advance $35.00

For More Information Call
(202) 561-VETS (8387)

Theresa Rivera/Brian Davis

*This is a fundraising event all proceeds will go to SEVSC to provide services to homeless veterans
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Washington Highlands Proposal Modified

Redesign, Engagement Draw Praise and Vows to Fight

ABOVE: Older “pod” design for Washington Highlands
Neighborhood Library required zoning variance.
RIGHT: Newer design offers consistent “skin” and
straighter “pod” supports.

BY VIRGINIA AVNIEL SPATZ

new building for the Washington High-
Al@ands Neighborhood Library — slated to
pen in 2011 — moved steps closer to

fruition in October. But a few hurdles remain.

'The DC Public Library filed for a permit to
raze the existing building, 115 Atlantic St. SW.
'The library was granted a variance for reduced
parking at the new building and, following de-
sign modifications, withdrew its application for
a smaller-than-regulation courtyard variance.
An interim library, 4035 South Capitol St. SW,
opens in December. The library has, therefore,
cleared legal and logistical pathways for con-
struction of a new building.

Design modifications, however, require an-
other appearance before the Commission of Fine
Arts. Consideration is scheduled for Nov. 19.

In response to community concerns, archi-
tects — London-based David Adjaye and local
Wiencek and Associates — created a consistent
“skin” and straighter supports for the “pods,” or
pavilions, of the proposed building.

The modified design better reflects the
neighborhood, says Ward 8 Councilmember
Marion Barry.

'The local Library Friends unanimously sup-
port design modifications, says newly-elected
president Dionne Brown. “We're thrilled about
the design and excited about having the new
facility in progress.” But the celebration is not
universal.

Interpreting Community Sensitivities

“My practice has been to work with com-
munities that have experienced a certain sense
of invisibility,” Adjaye said last year. An archi-
tect should “respond to community needs ...
interpret sensitivities of the community in the
building. Does it act as an advocate for them?
Enable them?”

His success is a matter of controversy. Brown
believes that some of the most hotly contested
design elements actually respond to ideas ex-
pressed in the community planning process.

During early meetings and focus groups, for ex-
ample, there developed a prevailing feeling that
the library now caters more to children and is
not conducive to adult endeavors, she recalls. This
led to the separate children’s and teen’s “pods” to
help all age groups coexist and thrive. Brown
and other members of the community hope the
design will encourage middle- and high-school
students to take ownership of “their” sections
and “avail themselves of programming and ser-
vices designed for them.”

Brown applauds the library’s community en-
gagement and argues that opponents of the cur-
rent design “cut off their own feet” by boycotting
the process designed to gain their input earlier.
The Rev. Anthony Motley, at-large candidate for
DC Council and a past Friends president, sees
some flaws in the process but “welcome[s] an at-
tempt to give us a state-of-the-art facility.”

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8D
Chair Theresa Jones and neighboring commis-
sioners argue, however, that the library has con-
sistently pursued its own agenda rather than en-
gaging with the community directly enough for
Adjaye and team to “interpret their sensitivities.”
Rather than working through the ANC process,
the library called its own meetings — often on
insufficient notice and sometimes at a distance
from the neighborhood. They believe the library
never entered into good-faith negotiations.
Moreover, Jones likens the Adjaye-Wiencek
design to a school project executed with little
knowledge of, or respect for, the neighborhood.

“This disrespect for taxpayers has made peo-
ple mad,” says Jones. “Folks are angry about it,
and we're going to continue to fight.”

“The community is moving forward. There
are a lot of planning initiatives. And a certain
group tends to oppose any development plans,”
Brown counters.

Barry sees opposition differently, declaring
recent modifications a community victory over
“a reluctant negotiator. ... They thought they
could run over the community, run over the
councilmember. But it didn’t work. We got rid of
that old, ugly design.” %
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There’s strength in numbers
Click‘ to start your own pool at dclottery.com

Please su, us

n‘oe:ating ;pr:ggh tgg COA LITION
Combined Federal FOR THE
Campaign (CFC) # 83436 | 8k SL00IN RN
or United Way # 8194

Our mission is to help
homeless, at-risk
individuals and families
return to self-sufficiency
and independent living,
through a range of
residential and social
services. Some of the
services we provide are housing assistance, substance
abuse counseling, mental health services, employment and
training assistance.

1234 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite C-1015
Washington, D.C. 20005
Main Office: (202) 347-8870 m Fax: (202) 347-7279
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For more details on our program and services, please visit our

website at www.dccfh.org
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Celebrating 75
Years of Service

Indusirial Bank is your full service community bank. Today, just a5 it was when we
openead our Boors 75 years ago, homeowners and business owners are facing
challenging times. In 1934 many banking institutions closed their doors to the people
that needed them mast. But than, and now, Industrial Bank maintains its commitment
to providing the financial products and services that help you get things done—

= Personal Banking
= Mortgage Loans and Refinancing
= Business Banking YEARS

[ ]
Consamer Loans A LEGACY OF STRENGTH
= Commercial Loans

Come in and talk to us. Find out how we can provide the banking solutions you need,
For life’s challenges, and life's celebrations, make Indwstrial Bank your bank.

(202) 722-2000

www.industrial-bank.com

HELPING YOU GET THINGS DONE! Mernber FDIC @
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