) 2009 Education Special

Senior Year Countdown
Keeping Your College Admissions Process On Track

BY ED-GENUITY CONSULTANTS

Most high school seniors are now choosing and
applying to college. Yet many find themselves
dazed and confused by the admissions process. You
just need to get organized to keep it all under con-
trol. Here is an admissions timeline to help you
through this intense and often baffling process.

Now-December

Narrow your college choices down to three to
six schools. Collect admissions packets from each of
your choices. Create a master calendar. Record all
admissions, financial aid and scholarship deadlines.
Include any application and test fees on the calen-
dar as well. Your parents should be part of this pro-
cess. 'They need to know when money is due well
in advance. Go over your high school transcript
with your counselor. Check it for accuracy. Make
sure you have the credits you need to graduate on
time. Most colleges will ask for recommendation
letters. Inform counselors, teachers and employers
about those due dates. Provide them with stamped,
college-addressed envelopes. Choose people who
can write about your character, leadership, commu-
nity service, determination or special talents. Their
letters are meant to help you stand out from the
crowd.

Reflect on your high school years. Start pulling
together your academic and extracurricular profile.
Jot down your courses, outside activities and job
experiences. Note your accomplishments as well as
any challenges. What are your strengths, talents, in-
terests, favorite classes and career goals? Don't for-
get any relevant summer or volunteer activities. Let
someone who knows you well review your profile.
They can ensure that you don't leave out anything
important. You want to have an in-depth profile at
your finger tips. It will make completing applica-
tions and writing college and scholarship essays
so much easier. Start working on any applications
due late December or early January. Keep on top
of any scholarship deadlines. Begin drafts of your
essays. Have someone knowledgeable critique your
essays before you submit them. Take or retake the
SAT/ACT college admission tests. Test dates, test
registration deadlines and fees should also appear
on the master calendar.

January-May

Your final semester is not the time to slack off.
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If you are struggling in a class, talk with the teacher.
Find out how to improve your grade. Resist the
temptation to take it easy. Get out your applications
that are due around the first of the year. Remem-
ber that a completed application packet includes
the application form and fees, your transcript, es-
say, SAT/ACT scores and recommendations. Re-
mind your teachers and counselors what needs to be
turned in and when. Keep copies of all admissions,

financial aid and scholarship materials you submit.

Contact the college admissions offices to make sure
they have received all your application materials.
After January 1, complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on paper or on-
line. That is the U.S. Department of Education fi-
nancial aid form. You dont need to be accepted by a
college to fill out the FAFSA. However, you should
list your preferred colleges on the FAFSA form. The
District also offers financial assistance through the
DCTAG and DCLEAP programs. You should ap-

ply for those funds as well. Continue to research and

apply for private scholarships. Check with the col-
lege financial aid offices to confirm that they have
received all your financial aid materials. Let them
know of any private scholarships that you receive.
Review admissions and financial aid offers care-
fully and make your final choice. Pay close attention
to acceptance, deposit, housing and financial aid
deadlines. Add them to the master calendar to keep
track of them. Send in deposits, required freshman
forms and final transcripts. You may be accepted
by more than one college. Let the colleges you are
not attending know. Don't forget to thank your
counselors, teachers and all those who helped you
through the college application process.

June-September

Find out when payments are due and if install-
ment plans are available. Check with the financial
aid office at your college to confirm your financial
aid package. Complete and submit your health
forms. Save summer earnings for college expenses.
Review freshman orientation materials. Get ready
for your great college adventure!

Here are some additional resources to keep the
admissions process on track.

Local Resources
College Info Center (CIC)

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library, 901
G St., NW; 202-393-1100 or www.reach4success.
org/page/page/2249889.htm

Offers advisors to help with any questions or
with completing admission and financial aid appli-
cations on a walk-in basis. Also contains extensive
print and online college, career, financial aid and
scholarship resources.

National College Fair
Sponsored by the National Association for Col-
lege Admission Counseling on Sept. 29 from 9 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at the Washington Con-
vention Center in Hall C. Visit with representatives
from hundreds of colleges from across the country.
Admissions Tests (late registration includes an

additional fee).

Upcoming ACT Tests - 319-337-1270 or www.
actstudent.org/regist/index.html; Sept. 12 (avail-
able only in Maryland), register by Aug. 7, late



registration Aug. 8-21; Oct. 24,
register by Sept. 18, late regis-
tration Sept. 19-Oct. 2; Dec.
12, register by Now. 6, late reg-
istration Nov. 7-20.

Upcoming SAT Tests - 866-
756-7346 or www.collegeboard.
com/testing/; Oct. 10, register
by Sept. 9, late registration to
Sept. 23; Nov. 7, register by Oct.
1, late registration to Oct. 15;
Dec. 5, register by Oct. 30, late
registration to Nov. 12.

Financial Aid Resources
DC OneApp Application

DC has one application
process for DC students to ap-
ply for:

DCTAG (DC Tuition Grant
Program) - Within certain
limits, DCTAG allows DC
residents to pay in-state tu-
ition at all public US universi-
ties. DCTAG also provides up
to $10,000 per school year to
attend local colleges or histori-
cally black private colleges and

universities.

DCLEAP (DC Leveraging
Educational Assistance Part-
nership Program) - DCLEAP
is for students who demonstrate
financial need while attending
college. DCLEAP provides up
to $1,500 per school year.

FAFSA - 1-800-4-FED-AID
or www.fafsa.ed.gov. You need
to complete your FAFSA be-
fore filling out the DC OneApp
Application

Ed-Genuity offers a team of edu-
cation  consultants. They have
worked extensively with schools,
colleges, community organizations
and churches. You can email the
Ed-Genuity team at ed_genuity@
yahoo.com. *

A Challenging
Academic
Program for
Middle School
Students

Meet the faculty and
see our new state of the art | . State-of the-art
Learning Technologyat | technology to enhance
our Open House! | learning

« Exciting new location,
Sfully renovated, Dupont
Circle, Fall 2008

. E_\'panding to
Grades 6, 7 and 8 in
August 2008, and
grade 9 in August 2009

« Highly educated,
motivated teachers from
the Ivy League, The
Naval Academy, Grinnell
and Kenyon Colleges

« City Classroom
experiential learning
program to bring the
city into the classroom

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16TH
12:00-1:30 pm
2001 S Street, NW 2nd floor

Currently accepting
applications for Fall 2008.

For information, contact

Head of School Mark Reford,
mreford@citycollegiatepes.org
or 202-339-9494

CITY COLLEGIATE

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
www.citycollegiatepcs.org

Our Lady of Victory School

Learn Today and Lead Tomorrow

OPEN HOUSE = FIRST WEDNESDAY
OF THE MONTH = 9 A M. - 10 A.M.

4755 Whitehaven Parkway, NW
Washington, DC 20007
¢§fmJ t | 202.337.1421
T f ] 202.338.4759
s ||
i : e | info@olvschooldc.org
o0V w | www.olvschooldc.org

705 North Carolina Ave.
Southeast on Capitol Hill AP

202:546+ 3040 LEENES .
Wed.- Fri. 116, ,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5 .

T H E VvV 1
B RALE Y
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CHARTER
SCHOCH

Free Preschool Enrolling for 2009-2010.
Bridges is a small, public preschool and pre-kindergarten
program for children 3-5 years old.

Program Features:
* School Day 8:30am—3:00pm, Before Care 8:00-8:30am, After Care 3:00-6:00pm.
« Small classroom size and well trained staff.
« Individual planning for each student.
* Thematic and project-based curriculum.

Now accepting Applications for the 2009-2010 school year.
Bridges Public Charter School

1250 Taylor St. NW
Washington, DC 20011

p- 202 545-0515
f. 202 545-0517
www.bridgespcs.org

Bridges Public Charter School is free and open to all DC residents.
Tuition paid by non-residents.

DC YOUTH ORCHESTRA

PROGRAM

2009-2010 Season

Begins September 19th!
All ages, all levels.

Music for young people;
achievement for life!

www.deyop.org - info@deyop.org - 202-723-1612
Also, now auditioning for the 2009- 10 Youth Crchesira,

/- Levine

1 School of Music

Meet the
Many Faces
of Levine

www. levineschool.org
202-686-8000
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“The Beginning is the Most Important Part of the Work”

Beauvoir is an independent, co-educational elementary
school for students in Pre-K through Third Grade, located
on the grounds of the Washington National Cathedral.

Please call 202-537-6485 or visit www.beauvoirschool.org

for more information.

I BEAUVOIR

EYSVNOAYUOIIY T NaTionAL CATHEDRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3500 Woodley Road, NW » Washington, DC 20016 * www.beauvoirschool.org

The House. The Senate. Your classroom.

Change happens here. Teach.

The DC Teaching Fellows is currently mobilizing talented, motivated
individuals to become teachers in DC Public Schools. Use your skills and
knowledge to impact the lives of children in the city. Fellows will hold full
time teaching jobs while earning their certification and master’s degrees.
Deadline August 14, 2009

The DC Teaching Fellows is currently mobilizing talented, motivated
individuals ‘ome MATH, SCIENCE, and ENGLISH teachers in
DC Public Schools.

C Teachmg |
Fellows

Why you should buy Al's Gourmet Pizza? ??

# Best Tasting Pizza Awarded by the Residernts of Capiltal Hill #
* Free Large Plain Pizza by Filling Out Als Giveaway Pizza Cards with Stickers &
# Best Price - Best Czuallty # The Only Gourmet Pirza Delivered (o Your Door &

Thank You Cap:tol Hill for 25 Years of Support!

25th Anniversary Special:

.25 Gent for 12” Plain Pizza, with any size
two topping Pizza

5 1382 East (‘-l.pll.n: Street, NE Washingron, IH]
e — www.alsgourmetpizza.com
= 543-1113
FREE DELIVERY!
 Mind [-ﬂ' M) e
TTY 543-1333

| GOURMET PIZZA |

REW HCHU RS Ao Thewres, B | Ml & il B Froes ot s

Your Neighborhood Pizzeria
Serving You Since 1984

P

[wer's b

"5 _'l'runu_ crclering by credit cad,

Best Taste + Best Quality » Best Price!

Our website just got a whole lot better!!
Www.capitalcommunitynews.com

- ‘-'::;:'-.1-

CAPITAL

Reggio-Inspired Preschool (ages 2-5)
Toddler Classes Parent Workshops
Holiday Events

16th and Q Streets NW
washingtondcjec.org/kids-and-parents
(202) 777-3278  sarahr@washingtondgjec.org
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BURKE

EDMUND BURKE SCHOOL

mily to
ions Open Hous

“ogram in
inclusive environment.

Faculty, parents and students will
happily
prograr
and an:s

Fall Open House
10.24.2009
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

icut Ave. NW
0008

B Chinese & English Immersion in all subjects
B |B Curriculum

| PreK, Kindergarten, 1stand 2nd Grades

® Crowing to PreK-8th Grade by 2015

B Beautiful Brookland, ME location

B Free for DC Residents

Attend an Info Session!
Go to washingtonyuying.org
for the latest dates.

Accepting applications for SY2010-11
tarting October 9, 2009

202.635.1950

4401 Bth Street, NE
Cround Floor
Washington, DC

“We believe that
stucents should be
prepared with the
Skills necessary to
function effectively in
college, a career in
the hospitality
inaustry, or other
vocational pursuits,”

- Principal

Hospitality
High School

of Woshington, O
A PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL

Hospitality Studies include:

Hotel & Restaurant Management
Culinary Travel & Tourism  Sports Marketing
Event Planning * Business Management

« Small learning community

* Low student-teacher ratio

« Continually rising SAT/ACT scores

« Complete honors curriculum

« Expanding Advanced Placement curriculum
« Mentorship from hospitality industry leaders
« Technology driven classes and coursework
« College & career advisor seminars

“Nation’s only Hospitality High School”

Call 202-737-4150
for more information.

%?;‘ SAINT ANSELM’S

We’ve invested 1,500 years
in your son’s future.

Take the 1,500-year-old Benedictine traditions of education and faith.
Combine that with St. Anselm’s 65-ycar history as one of the area’s leading

ABBEY SCHOOL

schools for academically gifted young men. What you get is a foundation for
lifelong learning grounded in the best of the classical liberal arts tradition.

DESIRE SEEK | FIND

¢ Close-knit, 250-student community,
grades 6-12

¢ Challenging college-preparatory curriculum

¢ Catholic traditions, welcoming of all faiths

¢ Personal attention from teachers and staft

* 4()-acre Abbey campus

e Full range of sports, arts, music, and
extracurricular programs

¢ Close to Metro; Carpool facilitation available

Join us for onr

FALL OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 1, 2009 ¢ 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

4501 South Dakota Avenue, NE * Washington, DC 20017 » Brookland/CUA Metro » 202-269-2379

www.saintanselms.org ¢ admissions@saintanselms.org
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