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T
he Nose must admit a bit 

of puzzlement about the 

mayor’s race. One option 

is to elect a native Washingtonian, 

who at every chance repeats he is a 

“dyed in the wool homey.” He was 

born at Freedmen’s Hospital, grew 

up around Sixth and L streets NE 

and graduated from Dunbar. It 

doesn’t get more DC than that. 

Black DC, that is.

Th e other option is to elect 

the guy who builds dog parks, 

pushes for streetcars and wants a 

whole bunch of other stuff  attrac-

tive to the “newcomers.” It seems 

easy to assume that the candidate 

of splash parks, bike sharing and 

the Wilson Aquatic Center ain’t a 

true native son. But hold on, DC 

Birthers: He grew up in Mount 

Pleasant, went to DC public 

schools, and has a law degree from 

Howard University. 

So why, given both meet the 

criteria of a native Washingto-

nian, does it seem there’s a diff er-

ence between the native Washing-

tonian-ness of Mayor BlackBerry 

and his electoral foe, DC Council 

Chairman Vince “Th e Undertak-

er” Gray?

Is this focus on DC nativism 

another way of getting at the old 

trope of DC politics: Is BlackBer-

ry black enough? 

Back in the day when Mayor-

for-Life Marion S. Barry Jr. told 

Ward 3 to “get over it,” we all knew 

who and what he meant. But now, 

as the District becomes not only 

whiter, but whiter in neighbor-

hoods far afi eld from Upper Cau-

casia, a whole new group of euphe-

misms have taken hold to describe 

key parts of BlackBerry’s assumed 

base of supporters: Th ere’s “those 

who want dog parks” and “those 

who want streetcars” and “those 

who want bike lanes.” 

Translation: White people.

Of course, Th e Nose recognizes 

this is a stereotype, and stereotypes 

are bad, unfair, gross exaggerations. 

In other words, does the popular 

Shaw dog park look like the lawn 

crowd at Merriweather Post Pavilion 

for a Phish or Lilith Fair concert? 

Th e Nose is not a dog owner 

or walker, but from all indica-

tions this fi do-lovers hub at-

tracts all types. But, then again, 

Th e Nose would be negligent if 

we did not note that the push for 

dog parks has occurred in either 

predominantly white or increas-

ingly white areas of town: Walter 

Pierce in Adams Morgan (Ward 

1), S Street in Dupont Circle and 

Shaw (Ward 2), Newark Street in 

McLean Gardens (Ward 3), and 

Upshur Street in Petworth (Ward 

4). You see what Th e Nose is get-

ting at: No half-million dollar dog 

parks in Wards 5, 7, and 8. 

Th en there are the streetcar 

evangelists. Yes, Dear Readers, 

streetcars are like a religion. Th ey 

are based in the faith that if you 

build it, property values will rise. 

Make no mistake: Streetcars are 

about economic development, not 

transportation. Th e Nose can cite 

numerous studies, but it all boils 

down to this: Th e bus sucks in 

the eyes of developers. Th ere’s no 

permanent tracks guaranteeing 

continued city investment, it’s not 

cool, and poor people use it.

Now, then again, there’s 

the core constituency oppos-

ing BlackBerry’s use of overhead 

wires for the holy streetcars: Th e 

Committee of 100 on the Federal 

City. If there’s a group in this city 

that looks more like Chris Rock’s 

imitation of white people, Th e 

Nose does not know it. (OK, any 

Georgetown ANC, but Th e Nose 

digresses.)

Here’s the point: BlackBerry 

helped bring a supermarket back 

to Ward 8, a white-clothed steak-

house and a state of the art Dean-

wood rec center to Ward 7, and 

built and refurbished several rec 

centers in Ward 5. He has staked 

his mayoralty on improving DC 

public schools. He’s certainly fo-

cused on quality of life improve-

ments for white and black Wash-

ingtonians, though his “soon as 

humanly possible approach” has 

not extended to the city’s en-

trenched poor and unemployed, 

who are almost entirely black. 

But instead of using his la-

ser-like focus to conquer poverty, 

BlackBerry has sought to establish 

black DC street cred by aligning 

himself with two dubious charac-

ters: Sinclair “Grahamzilla Black 

Business Killa” Skinner and Ron 

“Not So Peaceful” Moten.

Both Skinner and Moten have 

profi ted considerably from their 

relationship with BlackBerry. Th e 

Nose has detailed his arm-linking 

with Skinner in a previous col-

umn — aka Why Doesn’t Black-

Berry Th row Skinner Under the 

Bus — and Moten’s Peaceaholics 

hustle has been well chronicled in 

the press. Th e Nose does not think 

BlackBerry has gotten much be-

side scandal in return.

Does BlackBerry’s biracial 

background make a diff erence? 

Perhaps, but certainly much less 

than his well known arrogance.

But DC nativism cuts both 

ways, and BlackBerry has hyped 

the idea that a vote for Th e Un-

dertaker will turn back the clock 

to the ‘90s when the mayor-for-

life reigned, crack was an epidem-

ic, and the District almost went 

bankrupt. Nothing scares white 

people more than this. Of course, 

it scared black people, too, which 

is how Prince George’s County 

became the wealthiest majority 

black suburb in the county.

Th e Undertaker does his part 

to contribute to this nostalgia trip: 

His campaign is packed with relics 

from the unfortunate eras of Sha-

ron Pratt Dixon/Kelly (Lorraine 

Green, campaign chair); Barry 

(Vernon Hawkins and Marshall 

Brown, fi eld operators), and Linda 

Cropp (Stephanie Reich, special 

assistant).

Th e question isn’t whether 

BlackBerry is black enough. Th e 

question is whether either candi-

date has a vision for how to move 

all parts of this city forward: the 

last, the least, the lost, the street-

car evangelicals and the dog park 

lovers all.  ★

by Anonymous
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JT Powell
Coldwell Banker
1606 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20009
202-465-2357 Direct
202-478-0347 Fax
info@JTPowell.com

1205 6th Street NE
4 Bedroom 2.5 bath Victorian 
w/ In-Law Suite, 4 blocks to 

metro.  For Sale $475,000

920 10th Street NE
Renovated 2 bedroom 1 bath 
with full basement and large 

yard.  SOLD $467,000

1134 6th Street NE #2
Top Floor 2 bedroom 2 bath 
condo w/ parking, 4 blocks 

to metro.
For Sale $329,000

906 12th Street NE
3 level Federal Shell.
Needs total Rehab.
For Sale $314,900

2718 P Street NW
4 level Georgetown

Victorian.
For Sale $1,549,000

1133 3rd Street NE
Renovated 2 bedroom 1 bath 

just 2 blocks from metro.
SOLD  $353,000

View Our
Marketing Online at
www.JTPowell.com/marketing

the lights are much brighter here...

HOMES THAT SHOW BETTER 
SELL BETTER WITH

JT POWELL!



216 7th Street, SE
Washington, DC

jsmithteam@gmail.com

John Smith
202-262-6037

Peter Davis
301-332-1634

Aaron Smith
202-498-6794

Eboni/Honesty
202-243-7907

Peter Grimm
202-270-6368

Kristine Jones
202-415-4716

1211 Independence, SE

COMMUNIT Y CORNER

D O YOU HAVE ANY
WORTHWHILE CAUSES
THAT NEED PUSHING?

ANY LO CAL CHARITIES?
AXES TO GRIND? YARDS

TO SELL?
LET THE SMITH TEAM

KNOW!
WE WILL LIST AS MANY

AS WE CAN HERE!

$899,000

T O H I L L W I T H T H E
S U B U R B S !

CALL

Showcase Property

Imposing VIctorian Bay w/ 3 Levels
plus Basement on The Avenue, scant
blocks South of Lincoln Park w/
Original Floor Plan, expanded
Kitchen & Breakfast Nook. Lots of
Period Details like Pocket Doors,
Ornate Mantles, Transoms, Exposed
Brick,PLUS Upgrades: Insulated
Windows, Whole House Vaccum,
Garage combine in this Wonderful
Home!

1208 C Street, SE

A Classic & Class Capitol
Hill Home, this Porchfront
Federal has been Lovingly
Treated by its Current
Owners. The Original Floor
Plan has been Preserved,
but all the Amenities have
Been Updated & Modernized;
Designer Cement Countertops;
Faux Finishes by Historic
Expert; Antique Tiles; & Feng
Shui Elements throughout. 3
Bedrooms, Screen Porch,
Deep Back Yard, A Great
House to Live In!

$700K

1121 G St, NE

$629,000

Suburban Sized Yard in Heart of
the Hill! The Original Wood-
Framed 1880's Colonial w/
Gingerbread Porchfront has a
Modern Tiled Addition contain-
ing 4 Skylights Illuminating a
Table Space Kitchen, Glassed in
Family/Living Room and
Laundry, overlooking the Large
Landscaped Side Yard w/ Patio,
Greenhouse, Hot Tub, Waterfall
Koi Pond, & Separate Artists
Studio! 3 BR/2 ba.

504 13th St, SE

$599,000

Marvelous Hill Multi-Unit! Solid
Construction, Original Unpainted
Woodwork and a Fabulous Full
Footprint Unfinished Basement
make This A Great Investment for
the Future Owner! The Main Floor
is 1 BR/1ba w/ Big Open LR/DR w/
Hwd Flrs, Renovated Kitchen &
Bath, & Bright East Bedroom! Top
Floor has 2 BR's, Small LR,
TSKitchen, Renovated Bath & Lots
of Light From Atrium Airshaft!

T O H I L L W I T H T H E S U B U R B S !

CALL

“When the
Market's Hot,
We Get Cookin’!”
Call the
Smith Team

316 6th, NE

$779,000

Terrific Two-Unit Townhome is
A Stanton Park Stunner!
Spacious Upstairs 2+ Bedroom
Unit w/ Hwd Flrs, Fireplaces,
Back Deck & Yard, Balcony and
Patio. Modern Designer Kitchen,
Storage & 2 Full Baths!
Downstairs Unit is a 1BR/1ba
Currently Rented Property, with
niceamenitiesandaGreatEquity
Enhancer! A Great Home for the
Growing Hill!

9 15th St, SE

$739,000

3 Levels of Modern Urban Style w/
Luxuries Galore! A Landscaped
Front Yard leads to a Full Footprint
Split Level Living Space with 12"
Ceilings, Hardwood Floors, Gas
Fireplace, Long Wine/Wet Bar;
Floating Stairs & Spacious Island
Kitchen w/ Marble Counters,
Laundry & Pantry. Upstairs, 2 Very
Large Master Bedrooms w/ Shower
Baths; Top Floor Guest/Family
Room & Rooftop Deck! Garage
Space!

MORE HILL HOMES!

1522.5 MMassachusetts, SSE -- $$475K
2+BR's/2.5 Baths; Garage; Pvt Patio!
308 EE. CCapitol, NNE ##11 -- $$485K
2BR; Fireplace; Nr. Congress!
210 110th SSt, SSE RREAR -- $$399K
1+BR,/2 ba; Stone Staircase! Nr. E. Mkt.

Please contact the Team to see These or Other Fine
Capitol Homes! 5 AAgents -- NNo WWaiting!




