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“Each of us should take pride in know-

ing that [the ANC] is now viewed as one of 

the more functional and responsible com-

missions in the city… For more than three 

years, it’s been an honor to work with you, 

[Ward 6] Councilmember [Tommy] Wells 

and his staff , and members of the commu-

nity,” wrote Velasco.

Under city regulations, a replacement 

for the now vacant seat cannot be sought 

within such close proximity to the upcom-

ing citywide elections, but Chairperson 

Karen Wirt stated that Velasco’s duties will 

be divided amongst the remaining commis-

sioners and that constituents of 6C07 will 

still be represented by their panel.

ANC’s ‘Great Weight’ in Jeopardy?
Commissioner Tom Hamilton was cha-

grined to report that the Board of Zoning 

Adjustment (BZA) has seemingly ignored a 

January ANC recommendation that would 

allow the homeowner of 647 C St. NE to 

construct a second story arts studio on top 

of their existing garage.  In addition to the 

affi  rmative ANC vote, Hamilton also wrote 

a personal letter in support of the project -

- only to watch neither be considered when 

the BZA voted down the measure 3-2.

“Th e BZA gave no thought to our recom-

mendation when it voted to deny the appli-

cation,” said Hamilton. “It seems to me that 

this is consistent with the modus operandi of 

this administration, and I suggest to all of my 

fellow the commissioners that notion that 

any ANC advice be taken with great weight 

… may well be a thing of the past.”

Another Show of Support for Streetcars
Following a report from the ANC’s 

Transportation and Public Space Com-

mittee on the outcome of a June 3 meeting 

on streetcar construction, Commissioner 

Phelps proposed that the commission draft 

a letter to the city council in support of the 

Transportation Infrastructure Amendment 

Act of 2010 – a piece of legislation intro-

duced by Ward 6 Councilmember Tommy 

Wells that would overturn 19th-century 

federal statutes barring the use of overhead 

wires in the District of Columbia. While 

the amendment would continue to proscribe 

their use, it would return the authority to 

make exemptions to the council, thereby 

enabling streetcar construction to proceed 

unhampered.

“It’s important to return transportation 

planning and authority to the municipality,” 

said Phelps.

“Th is body has supported the streetcar 

project since its inception as a way to cre-

ate a neighborhood transportation system 

within the District but also as a way to spur 

economic development.”

Phelps went on to explain her belief 

that in the coming years “battery technol-

ogy should have advanced so that we can 

move off  of the overhead wires,” but that, at 

present, they remain vital to the streetcars’ 

immediate implementation.

Following a second from Commissioner 

Silver, the commission voted unanimously 

in support of the motion. Commissioner 

Richardson will appear on behalf of the 

ANC at an upcoming council hearing re-

garding the Amendment Act.

ANC 6C meets the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the Heritage Foundation, 
214 Massachusetts Ave. NE. Call 202-547-
7168 or visit www.anc6c.org for more infor-
mation and meeting agenda.  ★

ANC 6D
Another Capper/Carrollsburg 
Hope VI Delay

by Roberta Weiner

T
he DC Housing Authority (DCHA) 

and EYA, its private development 

partner in the long-term Hope VI 

project that is slowly coming into being in 

Southeast, have asked Advisory Neighbor-

hood Commission 6D for support before 

the Zoning Commission of a two year ex-

tension of its Planned Unit Development 

(PUD) for the construction of the commu-

nity center that is a key part of the project. 

Th e delay would require that construction 

begin in 2012. 

Th e original PUD for the project was 

fi led in early 2003, and the building permit 

application for the center was scheduled to 

be fi led by July 1. Th e sole reason for the de-

lay, according to project manager Dan Mc-

Cabe is that there is an inability in the cur-

rent real estate market to obtain suffi  cient 

fi nancing for the project. 

Commission Chair Ron McBee refl ected 



the views of the commission-

ers when he asserted that the 

community is adamant about 

having the community center 

as a central part of the project 

and that the ANC needs assur-

ances that it will be built. Mc-

Cabe responded that the plans 

are complete, and the design 

program is far along. David 

Cortelia of DCHA added that 

the agency believes there are 

two cornerstones to the proj-

ect: one is to replace the 707 

housing units that were elimi-

nated when the Capper/Car-

rollsburg House was razed, and 

the other is the construction of 

the community center.

He said the project has 

consistently moved forward, 

and they will close on the sec-

ond phase of the row houses in 

August. He reported that there 

had been a grant of $9.5 mil-

lion in stimulus funds to the 

project, which was being spent 

on infrastructure for the sev-

eral new streets of row houses 

that were currently being built, 

which will be low income, 

workforce rate, and market rate 

housing.

A motion was made to 

support the request for a delay 

in the construction start date 

until 2012. A suggestion was 

made that the motion be tabled 

until there was a meeting was 

held at which the community 

could be briefed on the delay, 

and on other issues concerning 

the relocation of former ten-

ants. Th e developers were ame-

nable to holding such a meet-

ing, and the commission then 

voted unanimously to support 

the delay, with the proviso that 

a meeting was held before July 

12, the date the issue is sched-

uled to come before the Zon-

ing Commission.

In a related presentation, 

Adam Hayes, the engineering 

director of EYA, the devel-

oper of Capitol Quarter, the 

residential development at the 

site, gave an update on the new 

townhouse construction. Phase 

1 will begin construction in 

late July or early August and 
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To do any of these, or to report any financial fraud or financial elder abuse, please call DISB at
(202) 727-8000, go online at www.disb.dc.gov or by emailing suggestdisb@dc.gov.

Stop Elder Financial Abuse

If you witness elder financial abuse; or
if you suspect it, please report it.
Never ignore elder abuse.
DISB will continue to use the summer to mark 
Financial Fraud Awareness Week with senior-
targeted events on financial fraud. DISB is the
District of Columbia government agency that 
oversees financial-service providers such as in-
surance companies, investment advisers, banks, 
mortgage lenders, and more.

Do you know a District of Columbia senior resident whom you suspect is being abused?
Elder abuse comes in many forms: physical, financial, emotional, neglect or abandonment.
Financial abuse is one of the most common forms of abuse to elders, quickly becoming the crime of 
the 21st century as more seniors are targeted.

The D.C. Department of Insurance, Securities and Banking (DISB) recently marked World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day and put out a call to action:

1) Prevent abuse (and take time to check on elderly family and neighbors)
2) Recognize the signs
3) Report to authorities

Remember to Contact DISB to:
•  File a Complaint
•  Verify a Financial Institution is   
   Licensed in the District of Columbia
•  Access Consumer Information
•  Request a Speaker

Protecting Your Financial Interests

NANCY L. LITHGOW, RN, MSW
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker

Individuals, Couples & Families
Mothers & Infants

Counseling & Psychotherapy

when talking to friends and family isn't enough

202-543-7700
101 6th St., NE and 1616 18th Street, NW



52 ★ HillRag | June 2010

6D

will consist of 179 units, and Phase 

2 will begin in late December or 

January and will consist of 163 

units. Th e build-out for the project 

will take about two years.

Town Center West Park
An enthusiastic response greet-

ed a presentation by Kelly Malo-

ne, a member of a new group, the 

Friends of Two Center West Park, 

the lovely but rundown park at 

Sixth and I streets SW. Th e Friends 

have undertaken to cleaning up the 

park, which has a new pump for the 

pond at its center.

Malone came to the ANC to 

ask for support for the group’s plan 

to apply to the DC Department 

of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to 

be designated as the offi  cial Part-

ner of the park, part of DPR’s Park 

Partnership Program that enables 

one group per park to assume re-

sponsibility for its well being. Ac-

cording to Malone, this will enable 

the group to solicit donations from 

area business and individuals for 

projects such as tree trimming and 

pond cleaning.

Th e park was originally de-

signed as part of Marina View 

Towers, and the developers of the 

new modifi cations to that project 

have committed $250,000 as part 

of their PUD to the park’s resto-

ration. To date, they have paid for 

a study by the original landscape 

architects of the park’s condition 

and will move forward with a reno-

vation before they receive a certifi -

cate of occupancy for their delayed 

renovation and reconstruction of 

Marina View Towers.

Th e commission voted unani-

mously to support the application 

of the Friends of Town Center 

West Park to be its offi  cial Partner 

of the Park.

Randall School
Commissioner McBee gave an 

update on the status of the plans by 

the developer Telesis and the Ru-

bell family to purchase the Randall 

School from the Corcoran Galley 

and School. Th e District had sold 

the building to the Corcoran with 

a covenant requiring that the prop-

erty be used as a school. Current 

plans call for a mixed-use residen-

tial, hotel and retail development, 

along with a gallery/museum in 

the school building itself to house 

the Rubell’s extensive art collec-

tion — but no school. Th is will re-

quire an amendment to the original 

agreement by the city council. Th e 

council is expected to act in Sep-

tember, and, according to Commis-

sioner McBee, a decision whether 

the ANC will support the project 

should be made in July.

A major element in the com-

mission’s support of the project 

will be the future of the expansive 

community benefi ts agreement 

that had been worked out between 

the ANC and the Corcoran. And 

while a community benefi ts agree-

ment cannot be negotiated until 

the building changes hands and the 

developers are working on a new 

PUD, the commission voted unan-

imously to reconstitute its previous 

negotiating committee – Commis-

sioners McBee, Moff att and So-

belsohn – to meet with the poten-

tial owners to discuss their ideas for 

future community benefi ts.

Public Space Policy
Asserting that the ANC had 

an inconsistent policy in making 

decisions to support sidewalk ca-

fes and other uses of public space, 

Commissioner Sobelsohn moved a 

resolution that would require a ne-

gotiated community benefi ts agree-

ment as a condition of support for 

a public space application.

Commissioner Jane Jorgensen 

said that outdoor seating was, in 

itself, a community benefi t because 

people appreciated the ability to sit 

outdoors, and she found having a 

requirement of community benefi ts 

distasteful. Commissioner Bob Sie-

gel agreed and said that the ANC 

should be reaching out to new mer-

chants, not issuing them require-

ments. However, Commissioner 

Moff att’s view that there had not 

been adequate notice of the resolu-

tion so it could not be studied car-

ried the day, and the motion was 

tabled.

Outdoor Cafe at Justin’s
Th e commission voted to sup-
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port a substantial change to its 

liquor license, and an amend-

ment to the voluntary agree-

ment it has with Justin’s Cafe 

at Fourth and L streets SE that 

will permit the service of liquor 

at a new 16-seat outdoor cafe. 

Th e public space permit for the 

space was apparently approved 

without any notifi cation to the 

ANC, but the tenants of the 

building in which the cafe is 

located overwhelmingly ap-

prove of the outdoor seating.

Commissioner Moff att 

was concerned that the eat-

ing area extended beyond the 

cafe’s property, and Commis-

sioner Sobelsohn objected to 

the fact that smoking will be 

permitted. Th eirs were the two 

negative votes.

Th e next meeting of ANC 6D 
will be July 12, 7 p.m., at St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 
600 M St. SW. 202-554-1795, 
www.anc6d.org.  ★
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