
146 ★ HillRag | March 2010

H
ow many more hints from 

higher powers will it take for 

Vincent “Holier than Th ou” 

Gray to enter the mayor’s race?

First, DC’s esteemed newspaper of 

record tried fl attery. “A Fenty vs. Gray 

race is what Washington needs,” read 

a Jan. 12 editorial. Not enough. So the 

Washington Post conducted a poll for 

the DC Council chairman. “DC May-

or Fenty’s approval ratings plummet,” 

read the Jan. 31 A1 headline. Still not 

enough. Th en a force even beyond the 

Post directed 2 feet of snow to fall in 

District, crippling the city for days. 

“Nightmare on L Street (and K, and 

M…),” read the A1 headline.

What more does Gray want?

Th e Nose has tired of wondering 

whether Gray will get into the race; 

instead we have put our eff orts into 

thinking what Gray would say if he 

did. So here you are, Dear Reader, the 

fi rst Fenty vs. Gray debate.

MODERATOR: Let’s begin. 

Mayor Fenty, can you name the three 

major bond rating agencies?

FENTY: Nice try. I wrote them 

on my hand, Sarah Palin-style this 

time: Moody’s, Standard and Poor’s 

and Fitch. So there.

MODERATOR: Just checking. 

For you both: Th e District reached a 

historic high of 12.1 percent unem-

ployment at the end of last year, with 

estimates suggesting numbers reach-

ing nearly 30 percent in Ward 8. What 

do you plan to do about it?

FENTY: I’ll lower it as fast as hu-

manly possible. 

MODERATOR: Th at’s not an 

answer.

GRAY: I’m very troubled by our 

unemployment rate. My understand-

ing is it’s a record for DC, and I’m a 

native Washingtonian.

FENTY: Me too. But I’m a lot 

younger.

GRAY: I live east of the Anacos-

tia, granted in Hillcrest, in a house 

surrounded by a large fence to keep 

out the riff  raff  put up by one of the 

city’s biggest real estate moguls who 

happens to be a friend of mine, but 

still I have to drive my BMW across 

the Anacostia River every day.

I’ve taken my position as coun-

cil chairman seriously. What are the 

council’s two main roles? Legislation 

and oversight. Who did I appoint to 

have oversight over our city’s unem-

ployment program and the Depart-

ment of Employment Services? Un-

til recently, Ward 8 Councilmember 

Marion Barry. He’s been removed 

from that position now, and in a few 

months, I hope my answer to this 

question will greatly improve.

FENTY: Let me check with Papa 

Smurf Michael Bloomberg on this. I 

have considered adding a Department 

of Youth Employment Services to my 

cabinet, but I already drain almost all 

DOES funds for summer jobs, so it’s 

pretty much a done deal already. Th ey 

need jobs, not their parents. Also, I 

run in So Others Might Eat’s Turkey 

Trot every Th anksgiving, so I help the 

poor.

MODERATOR: Let’s shift gears. 

How do you assess the city’s snow 

cleanup?

FENTY: (twisting his head and 

looking like Gumby) Th at’s a question 

that doesn’t make any sense, dammit.

MODERATOR: I’m sorry, Mr. 

Mayor, everyone wants me to ask you 

that.

FENTY: Let me explain. I had 28 

press conferences on this. Th e snow 

has fallen. It’s not going away until the 

temperatures are warm enough that it 

can melt. I can only do things as fast as 

humanly possible. Th e sun is not hu-

man. Neither am I sometimes.

GRAY: I think the city could have 

done a much better job. Many of my 

neighbors, who all live east of the Riv-

er, felt neglected. And because I felt 

ignored, too, I decided that I wasn’t 

going to shovel the public sidewalk in 

front of my house even though the law 

says so. I think Channel 13 should be 

used as a snow information channel. 

I love the kids, but I don’t think my 

youth hearings bring in the ratings.

MODERATOR: Since you 

brought it up, do you think Mayor/

Councilmember-for-Life Marion S. 

Barry Jr. should have been removed 

from offi  ce?

FENTY: I think it’s up for the 

voters to decide. 

MODERATOR: But I’m asking 

what you think.

FENTY: Generally, I am not paid 

to think. Like all big city mayors, I 

have people for that. Due to the bud-

get shortfall, I cut back and only have 

one, Mayoral Consigliere Peter Nick-

les. Th at’s what I mean by effi  ciencies.

GRAY: I tried to approach this 

as thoroughly as possible, looking like 

I was taking action to appease white 

and black affl  uent voters but being 

careful not to say anything to ostracize 

Barry loyalists. Th at was tricky. 

MODERATOR: Th e Great Re-

cession has clobbered city fi nances. At 

the same time, more DC residents are 

looking to the District government for 

help. What should we do to solve our 

budget crisis?

FENTY: More than three years 

ago, I took a no-new-taxes pledge. So 

I have tried to raise every fee possible, 

because technically, fees are not taxes. 

At least that what’s my city adminis-

trator and budget director tell me. 

We are trying to fi nd effi  ciencies. 

For my part, I’m thinking of cut-

ting Sinclair Skinner and related frat 

brothers out of next year’s budget. We 

believe other effi  ciencies can be found 

in human services, as always. Home-

less people and young, single mothers 

don’t vote.

GRAY: Our budget situation is 

very dire. I’ve gone over the numbers, 

David Catania-style, minus all the col-

orful tabs and Post-It notes, and curse 

words. I do not want to use the city’s 

rainy day fund even though it is surely 

raining. Jack Evans sits next to me on 

the dais, and I occasionally listen to 

our quasi-Republican on this. In the 

end, we’ll probably do much like the 

mayor does but make it sound like we 

disagree.

MODERATOR: Michelle Rhee. 

Stay or go?

FENTY: My schools chancellor 

has alienated allies as fast as humanly 

possible. Stay.

GRAY: I don’t know how she does 

it, but that woman makes me look 

childish and petty. Go.

MODERATOR: Now we’ll take 

questions from our press corps: Mark 

Plotkin of WTOP, the obligatory Post 

reporter and Tom Sherwood of any 

other local media outlet you guys care 

about.

FENTY: I’ve said it a million 

times, Plotkin: I’m for statehood. Got 

that? All other questions can be an-

swered by my Mayoral Consigliere. 

I’m late for my training ride.

GRAY: I went to college with 

Plotkin, and let me tell you, he was 

this annoying in college, too. But I’m 

all about unity, and I want members 

of the tribe in my DC rainbow coali-

tion. I was president of a Jewish fra-

ternity at GW! But I have to run, too. 

I’m fi nally doing that home remodel-

ing project that caused a stink a few 

months ago.  ★

by Anonymous
 



JT Powell
Coldwell Banker
1606 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20009
202-465-2357 Direct
202-478-0347 Fax
info@JTPowell.com

2913 17th Street NE
Sold: Updated 3 bedroom 
2 bath Bungalow with full 
basement.  Sold $335,000

920 10th Street NE
Renovated 2 bedroom 1 bath 
with full basement and large 

yard.  For Sale $475,000

912 Madison Street NW
3 bedroom  Wardman

with HUGE yard.
For Sale $335,000

66 P Street NW:
3 bedroom 2.5 bath
Victorian in Shaw. 

Sold $300,000

2718 P Street NW
4 level Georgetown

Victorian.
Coming Soon!!

504 M Street NE #2
Newly renovated 1 bedroom 

1 bath condo 3 blocks to 
Metro. Sold $190,000

View Our
Marketing Online at
www.JTPowell.com/marketing

the lights are much brighter here...

HOMES THAT SHOW BETTER 
SELL BETTER WITH

JT POWELL!



216 7th Street, SE
Washington, DC

jsmithteam@gmail.com

Time to Build
our Future?
call the
Smith Team.

John Smith
202-262-6037

Peter Davis
???-???-????

Aaron Smith
202-498-6794

Kristine Jones
202-415-4716

Peter Grimm
202-270-6368

Ernest Antignani
202-543-8408

1308 E. Capitol, NE 213-215 Warren St,NE

COMMUNIT Y CORNER

MONDAY ~ MARCH 8, 2010 ~ 6:30 PM
BARBARA E. JOE, AUTHOR

AUDITORIUM A-5
M.L.KING JR. MEMORIAL LIBRARY ~ 901 G

ST., NW
LO CAL AUTHOR BARBARA E. JOE WILL DISCUSS HER AWARD-WIN-
NING B O OK, TRIUMPH & HOPE: GOLDEN YEARS WITH THE PEACE

CORPS IN HONDURAS.

SATURDAY ~ MARCH 13TH, 2010
THE ALCHEMY OF GREAT TASTE

THE NORTH HALL EASTERN MARKET ~ 200
7TH ST, SE

FLAGSHIP FUNDRAISING FOR JOHN T YLER ELEMENTARY SCHO OL,
FEATURING ORIGINAL ART WORK, RAFFLES, AUCTIONS, & MUSIC

FROM BUCK FORT Y-NINE.

WATKINS MONTESSORI SCHO OL
TAG SALE! ~ MARCH 20, 2010 8 AM-1PM

LO OKING FOR D ONATED TREASURES! BRING BY YOUR MATHOMS
FOR MATRICULATION!

$739,900 $699,000

T O H I L L W I T H T H E S U B U R B S !

CALL

T O H I L L W I T H T H E
S U B U R B S !

CALL

1522 Massachusetts Ave, SE

$499,000

1318.5 Constitution Ave, NE

$599,000

PROPERTY TAX SHOCK? Do
you Want to Appeal? Call the
Smith Team for Sales Data to

Support Your Appeal!

Assessment Should be Market
Price . . . We Know the Market!

19 15th Street, SE

Coming Soon $700’s

Follow the Yellow Brick
Abode! Maybe this is YOUR
Future Wonderland! A
Deep, landscaped Front
Yard, a Private Oasis Back
Yard for Your own Mad Tea
Party! Inside Period Wood
Trim Frame the Looking
Glass; A Formal Dining
Room for a Red Queen!
Duchesses Own Kitchen!
Upstairs, the Master Suite is
Reading for the Dreaming
King! And a Full Basement
for a Complete Escape!

Two Properties for One,
and YOU'RE the One! For
the ExUrbanite stuck in the
Urban Environs! A nice,
modern, minimalist town-
home, lean, but luxurious,
with All of Outdoors, Next
Door! Two Bedrooms, and
an Upper Deck, a Living
and Dining Combination,
w/ a generous Galley
Kitchen, 1.5 baths, and a
Huge, Build-able Lot to call
'UR' own!

Commanding Street
Prescence and Superlative
Style, the deep 3 level home
has been Renovated in a
Modern Metro Style, with
an open floor plan from
Front Door to French
Doors overlook a Deck and
OSP! Upstairs, the Home
has a Master Suite, two
more bedrooms, and a
Parapet style Balcony. The
basement is configured as a
seperate Unit, Charming
and an Equity Builder!

What a Home, for What a
Price! Renovated, Polished
and Primped; an Affordable
home for Available Move-In!
Great Floors, Formal Living
Room w/ French Doors, a
Bright Social Dining Room
and Granite Kitchen! 3
Bedrooms, 2 Skylit Baths, a
basement guest room, or
Den, New CAC, Utilities, &
All! Storage and Mudroom,
OSP & Front Porch Ready
for A Swing!

Practically Perfect this Arctitect’s
Home is unbelievably Well
Designed,Well Built,Well Living
on the Hill! The Bamboo Floors
flow from the Well Lit Living
Room, w Gas Fireplace; the
Powder Room, and the Chef's
Childproof Kitchen! Two
Beautiful Bedrooms w/ Shared
Luxurious Bath, and an entire
Finished Basement Family
Room, w/ Nooks for Guests,
Walls for Entertainment, and
Carpet for Comfort!All this and
Off Street Parking!

2 14th St, SE

$599,000

Step into this quintessential
Capitol Hill Clapboard and
Change the Way you Live.All
new cabinetry, counter tops
and systems in a Designer
Kitchen, Spacious enough to
Camp In!. Two Extra Large
bedrooms w/ Copious
Closet Space match Two
Extra Large Full Baths, One
an En-Suite Master, and a
first floor Powder Room.
Plus Peaceful Privacy and
Pleasure on the Patio with
Plenty of Places to Play!




