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New Development Plan Takes 
Shape at Randall School

Th e redevelopment of the Ran-

dall School site on I Street SW has 

taken a new twist with the inclusion 

of new developer partners. On Feb. 

17, a Purchase and Sale Agreement 

worth $6.5 million was reached be-

tween the Corcoran and a partner-

ship between Telesis Corporation (a 

DC-based developer) and CACB 

Holdings LLC (owned by the Rubell 

family that owns the Capitol Skyline 

Hotel across the street from Randall). 

Back in 2006, the Corcoran purchased 

the school site for $6.2 million with 

plans to turn the school building into 

a branch campus of their College of 

Art + Design and in partnership with 

Monument Realty build an apartment 

complex behind the historic school. 

However, after Monument’s fi nancial 

partner Lehman Brothers went bank-

rupt in 2008, the developer backed 

out, and the Corcoran had been look-

ing for a new partner ever since. Th e 

new plan for the Randall School site 

will be about the same size as the old 

Monument Realty proposal, but the 

elements of the plan will be diff erent 

– there will be a mixed-use project 

with a contemporary art museum, ho-

tel and a residential building. 

Th e museum will be 20,000 square 

feet in size and will house the Rubell 

Family Collection/ Contemporary 

Arts Foundation, which will serve 

as a satellite location for the Rubell 

Foundation’s main museum in Miami, 

Florida. As with the previous plan, the 

historic sections of the school build-

ing will be preserved, but the additions 

made later on will be replaced with 

new construction. According to Mari-

lyn Melkonian, president of Telesis 

Corporation, the museum will be lo-

cated in the Randall School building, 

as well as part of the hotel, but the 

residential units will be new construc-

tion. “Th e number of residential units 

and hotel rooms has not been deter-

mined yet, but we will work within 

the approved FAR (fl oor area ratio) 

envelope of 480,000 square feet,” said 

Melkonian. Th ere is the potential that 

the residential units could be affi  liated 

with the hotel, which means some ho-

tel services could be available to resi-

dents. Two examples of hotel-affi  li-

ated condos in the metro area include 

the Ritz-Carlton Residences in the 

West End and Waterview Residences 

in Rosslyn. Th ese changes to the origi-

nal plan will mean the Telesis/ CACB 

team may have to apply for a new 

Planned Unit Development (PUD). 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

6D approved the extension of the old 

PUD in January, but it still has to be 

approved by the Zoning Commission. 

Construction is scheduled to start in 

18-24 months; however, an architect 

has not been selected yet.

Absent from the new plan is the 

Corcoran College of Art + Design, 

which was going to move to Ran-

dall School under the prior proposal. 

While the Corcoran will no longer 

move their College of Art + Design to 

Randall, they will collaborate with the 

Rubell Foundation and others on ex-

hibits and educational programming 

in Southwest. In addition, the college 

is actively looking to lease space in 

the District for a third campus, most 

likely in Northwest, in order to meet 

their needs for an expanding student 

enrollment. 

DC Woos Northrop Grumman
with Incentives

Th e District has some recent suc-

cess in luring corporations to establish 

their headquarters in the city despite 

a reputation of being business-un-

friendly. In February, CoStar Group, 

a commercial real estate data provider, 

purchased an offi  ce building down-

town after the DC Council approved 

an incentive package to lure the com-

pany to the city from Bethesda. On the 

heels of CoStar’s move to the city, the 

District government has set its sights 

on another company – Northrop 

Grumman, the aerospace and defense 

technology fi rm who is moving their 

headquarters from Los Angeles to 

the Washington metro area. Other 

jurisdictions rumored to be in the 

running for Northrop include Ar-

lington County, Fairfax County and 

Montgomery County, but the District 

is poised to off er another fi nancial in-

centives package.

On Feb. 2, the DC Council intro-

duced legislation to off er $25 million 

in incentives for Northrop to move to 

the District. Included in the legisla-

tion is a preference for the company 

to locate atop the new DCFD Engine 

13, planned for a lot at the intersection 

of Fourth St. SW and E St. SW. 

About a year ago, the deputy may-

or for planning and economic devel-

opment chose E Street Development 

over two other proposals to develop 

two city-owned parcels in Southwest 

– Parcel A being the current home 

of DCFD Engine 13 at the intersec-

tion of Sixth Street SW and E Street 
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Under the new development plan with the Tele-
sis/CACB team, the original historic structure 
of the Randall School will be transformed to a 
contemporary art museum and boutique hotel 
with residential units built behind the building. 
Photo: Andrew Lightman.

This fi rehouse red offi ce building planned for the corner of Fourth Street SW and E Street SW could be 
the new headquarters of Northrop Grumman if the city has its way. Rendering: E Street Development



SW and Parcel B, a vacant lot. 

E Street Development is a com-

bination of Potomac Invest-

ment Properties, CityPartners 

and Adams Investment Group. 

Beyer, Blinder, Belle is their des-

ignated architect. Th e team has 

partnered with the DC Central 

Kitchen and Kid Power Inc. to 

provide community-oriented 

space in their development. 

Both parcels will be desig-

nated LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental De-

sign) Silver and will have green 

roofs. Parcel A will become a 

307,000-square-foot, nine-story 

offi  ce building with ground fl oor 

retail space along E Street SW. 

Th e DC Central Kitchen wants 

to create a retail outlet on the 

fi rst fl oor of the building in the 

form of a restaurant where their 

trained cooking staff  can pre-

pare aff ordable nutritious meals. 

Retailers that the development 

team will target include a coff ee 

shop and daycare center. 

Parcel B will be built fi rst 

and will be a 191,000-square-

foot, 10-story offi  ce building, 

with a new Engine 13 fi rehouse 

on the ground fl oor. Northrop 

would most likely locate their 

headquarters in this building 

since the DC Council legisla-

tion gives a deadline of March 

31, 2012, for the company to 

move into their space in the 

District, and Parcel A will not 

be built until the new fi rehouse 

is complete. Th ere will be 3,000 

square feet of community space 

on the second fl oor of the build-

ing, where Kid Power Inc. will 

have space to implement their 

programs. Locally, Kid Power 

Inc. works with 50 kids at Ami-

don-Bowen Elementary School 

and Jeff erson Middle School 

but currently does not have 

enough space to do after-school 

programs. Securing an anchor 

tenant like Northrop will allow 

the E Street Development team 

to start construction on the fi re-

house building by this summer. 

William Rich is a blogger at South-
west…Th e Little Quadrant that 
Could (www.southwestquadrant.
blogspot.com).  ★
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TUNNICLIFF’S TAVERN
The Gathering Place On The Hill…

Right next to Eastern Market Metro across from Eastern Market
Tunnicliff’s Tavern
222 7th Street SE

Washington, D.C. 20003

Sandy Irvin: 202-544-5680
Phone: 202-544-5680 • Fax: 202-544-9630

Email: tunnicliffs@hotmail.com

PARTY ON ST. PADDY'S
Wednesday, March 17th

Special Hibernian Drinks
� $4 Jameson Shots 
� $4 Guinness Stout 
� $3 Black & Tans 
� $2 Bud Light Drafts

Special Irish Menu
� $10 Corned Beef & Cabbage 
� $10 Guinness Pie

Watch All National Games at Tunni's!
Great Beer Specials on Opening Day & for Every Home Game

For more information contact alicia@aholisticapproach.com
or check out AHA’s website at www.aholisticapproach.com

202.957.6761

AHA! BOOT CAMP IS BACK!
Come prepared to sweat and push yourself

to your limits!

Classes are offered every Tuesday & Thursday
6:15-7:15AM

Location: Lincoln Park (Capitol Hill) - East Capitol & 13th Streets

$125 per month
Boot Camp will return Thursday, April 1st

www.capitalcommunitynews.com




