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Good Landscape Design

A three-part course in creating great landscapes

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY DEREK THOMAS

ver the next three issues, 1
will focus on giving our Hill
gardeners with a tool chest of

landscape design ideas and principals.
This month we will begin with sev-
eral principals that cannot be ignored
when designing or rethinking your
landscape. Landscaping is the physical
manipulation of the physical environ-
ment to achieve a desired outcome.
Three principals that are indispens-
able in this process are balance and
symmetry, repetition, and contrast. As
with any process these three principals
must be placed in your mental CPU

the internet. Take notes and pictures
of designs that you like. Research the
names of favorite plants. Pull together a
list of the necessary elements your gar-
den must have. Then edit out the things
that are not going to work now or over
the next five to ten years. Do not plant
a maple that will become a 30-40’ tree
against your house. Though it may look
great now, there will be a problem with
this trees placement in time. If you take
the time to develop your ideas, before
lifting the first shovel of soil, tragic
and potentially costly mistakes can be
avoided.

Balance and symmetry can be achieved with out being staid or predictable.

and run through an idea development
phase where all three principals are
combined and intricately interwoven.

Idea Development

When gardens dont make sense
and have a feel of things being too scat-
tered or overly contrived, you can be
certain that the thought process was ab-
sent. When designing your garden, take
the time to get ideas from neighbors,
public parks, garden centers, books, and
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Design
There are several principals that

have to be used when designing the

small gardens that most of us have on
the Hill.

1) Balance and Symmetry: This is the
first thing that must be considered.
Many of us are working within a
box and balance may the only thing
that will hold it together. When
considering balance ask yourself

Contrastlng elements can colllde and still add to the overall design flow. Here Grasses contrast with
each other as well as strong stone and lighting elements. The contrast is purposeful not contrived.
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DC’s finest selection of architectural
antiques including Chandeliers, Sconces,
\. Stained and Decorative Glass, Garden

. Ornaments, Tiles, Hardware,
\, Ironwork, Fireplace Mantels,

and Much More...
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Woven History
Over 5000 rugs
In all sizes from

1ft x 2ft to 10ft x 15ft

We also offer

« Cleaning The source for the finest vegetable dyed, hand

* Repairing spun wool, tribal, village and urban rugs from
% Restoring Woven History Looms, woven by Tibetan and

* Appraising Afghan refugees in Nepal and Pakistan.

* Acquiring

311-315 7th St. SE ¢ 202.543.1705
www.wovenhistory.com
Open Tuesday-Sunday, 10 am - 6 pm
Since 1995 on Capitol Hill

Silk Road.

Gifts and arts from every country along the Silk
Road, including jewelry, clothing, antique fumiture,
musical instruments and more.

a clean house
a clean mind

a cleaning service, inc.

satisfaction guaranteed

serving DC, MD & VA since 1985
complete residential services, including laundry & ironing
commercial & janitorial special rates
free estimates

major credit cards accepted
licensed, bonded & insured

703.892.8648

ACleaningSvce@aol.com
www.acleaningserviceinc.com

As the leaves begin to fall
Let us keep your garden looking perfect
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GARDENWISE
IDSCAPE AND GARDEN
2/543-34 2 VA 703/243-5982

GARDENWISEINC.COM

DESIGN
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certified

ARBORISTS

Insect & Disease Diagnosis/Treatment

Tree & Shrub Fertilization
Tree Removal * Pruning * Planting = Root Pruning

Consulting * Tree Protection Plans

301-589-6181

www.BranchesTreeExperts.com

Licensed & Insured

"MASTERS OF
ORGANIZATION
$250 OFF

Minimum purchase of $1500.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Call today for a FREE
design consultation

301-893-1605
888-256-7587

Closets | Offices | Media Centers | Mud Rooms

cIosetﬁactory

www.closetfactory.com
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' PQINTING
 DRYWALL

' WALLPAPER
: PLASTERING
: CARPENTRY
 WINDOW TREATMENTS

: Experienced professionals

' providing interior and exterior

y painting for residential and
commercial properties.
[ ]

1 202. 543. 1914 -
imagepainting.com

| LICENSED

« BONDED

‘ INSURED
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THINK WINTER FOR
WinDows, DooRs, Etc.

¢ Restorations of Existing

¢ Replacement with Energy Efficient LOW-E
e Storm Windows with LOW-E

e Historically Appropriate

¢ Custom Made/Restored In Our Shop

¢ New Installations & Masonry Openings

e Stripping, Painting & Staining

10% Discount to Village members

We have a sheet showing historically appropriate
doors to select from..but our shop can make
almost anything. i.e. doors, windows, cabinets,
desks, book shelves, etc. Solar power installations,
handyman service. A design & build firm & kitchen
& bath designers...we can help from the beginning.
And, bid on plans you have prepared.

Joel Truitt Builders, Inc.
734 7th Street, SE

202-547-2707
Quality since 1972

2)

do you want a symmetrical
balance or an asymmetrical
balance? You can achieve
balance and not use identi-
cal plants. Perhaps you want
a tall evergreen in one corner
of the landscape and then
the balance will be found in
the use of similar evergreens,
although  much  shorter,
through the landscape. You
can introduce balance by put-
ting in a row of evergreens on
one side of the landscape and
have the garden flow away
from them. Maybe you have
a winding walk that is made
symmetrical by using plants
in repetition to bring about
balance. You are now using
balance combined with rep-
etition to give your walk a
flow that perhaps was lack-
ing before. When consider-
ing symmetry keep in mind
that there are many ways to
achieve symmetry without
using the same plants. In
fact when you look at all the
choices that we have in plant
material, the true challenge in
designing your landscape is
to achieve a symmetrical feel
without using all the same
plants. Using plants that are
in the same family with a
similar or slightly contrasting
look to play off of each other
can work well.

Repetition: Repeating plants
works, whether they are in
groups, borders, or planted
randomly. In all good design
there is repetition. When de-
signing your garden consider
that you will gain a sense of
comfort and ease when you
repeat plants throughout the
design. Repetition will add
harmony and cut confusion.
Experiment with repeating
colors, textures, shapes, forms
and sizes. When designing
with repetition avoid the
temptation to place things
in straight lines. Unless you
are making a formal English
garden, straight lines don't
occur in nature and will
look amateur and contrived
in your design. You can cre-
ate a row of specimen plants
that serve a purpose -- for
example a hedgerow placed
against your front fence that
softens the harsh ironwork.



But stay away from straight
lines of begonias in your
front border bed. It is better
to stagger the row so there is
a random repetition.

3) Contrast: The most impor-
tant element of contrast is
remembering that a little
goes a long way. A beautiful,
brightly painted song spar-
row nesting box hung on a
7-foot wooden entry gate
of a garden. The birdbath
placed in the center of the
garden. The planter added
to the garden, perhaps on
its side with plants flow-
ing out, the marble statue
that makes a statement and
adds interest. The specimen
tree or shrub added for its
unique qualities. All of these
items when well placed and
in moderation, add contrast
to your garden. You can
also achieve great contrast
through different leaf tex-
tures and shapes. Don't be
afraid to experiment with
contrast as a way to break up
the flow of balance and sym-
metry, and to add a merging
point of two repeating ele-
ments. A hedgerow can be
slowly merged into a flow-
erbeds boundary by adding
a buffer row of contrasting
evergreen plants.

Combining the three
principals

Although the three princi-
pals of balance and symmetry,
repetition, and contrast can
and do stand well on their own
merit, when you incorporate all
three into your garden design
and idea development process
your amateur garden will take
on a more professional, envi-
able appeal.

Opver the next two months
we will provide additional good
landscape design articles. The
three articles are designed to
help all gardeners achieve garden
greatness. Enjoy.

Derek Thomas is principal of Thom-
as Landscapes. His garden designs
have been featured on HGTV'S
Curb Appeal. His weekly garden
segment can be seen on WI'TG/Fox
5 in Washington. He can be reached
at www.thomaslandscapes.com or
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REAL PLUMBERS®

HEAT PUMPS-GAS FURNACES-BOILERS

High Efficiency Systems - Rebates - Energy Tax Credits

REAL PLUMBERS®

HEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING

301-567-2001

www.realplumbers.net

BOILERS,
FURMACES, A/C OR
HEAT PUMPS

*¥quipmeni Furnichesd snd

Tmeiafld

$100.00 OFF

PRE-SEASON
TUNE UP
INSPECTION

*Most HVAC Systems

$89.95

HOT WATER

HEATERS
*All Muterinls Furnished
anid Installed

$25.00 OFF

10% OFF

PLUMBING
Labor

with this conpon

T/A| REAL PLUMBERS® |
WARNER, -+

WSSC Lic #350-DC #1084-VA 82T06-DC HVALC #738-MD HVAL #6845

Handyman Masters

20 years experience working in fine homes like yours

Bathrooms < Kitchens « Masonry « Handyman

“I have worked with Masters over the years
and have been extremely happy with the workmanship.

They are very professional”.

- Georgetown Resident

Kurt Ozbey 202.528.0621

A+ Rating

Licensed = Bonded =

Insured

DEBORAH J. BRAUN
CONTRACTOR

Renovations and Remodeling, including
Custom Kitchens, Baths and Cabinetry

202.744.4684

www.dbrauncontracting.com

WWe specialize in installing Energy Star
products in historic homes.

ENERGY STAR

GO

GREEN

Reduce Your Heating & Cooling
Costs As Much As 25%

Windows Craft, Inc.
202-288-6660
alex@windowscraft.com
www.windowscraft.com
MARVIN 24

Licensed, Insured and Bonded
DC Home Improvement License # 69006200
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