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A tree in our backyard is bat-
tling for water, since our backyard 
patio is bricked. I was thinking of 
putting down gravel on the dirt 
access path between our house and 
next door to stop water – and dirt 
– from racing out to the street and 
into the storm drains there. Is this 
a good idea? If yes, what kind of 
gravel should we get?

Your question is timely. Th e 

Nov. 10 meeting of the Capitol 

Hill Garden Club will focus on 

exactly this, with representa-

tives from the DC Department 

of the Environment (details 

below). I take it that rainwater 

runs off  your brick patio be-

cause the bricks are cemented. 

Your tree probably will not ben-

efi t from gravelling the access 

path unless the path can slope 

towards the tree. But gravel on 

the path will still help stop wa-

ter and soil from running off  to 

the street. Th ere are thousands 

of sizes, types and colors of 

gravel. Manmade crushed rock 

is sturdy and stable. River rock 

is smoother. Consult a quarry 

or landscape supply yard for ex-

pert advice.

When is a good time to plant 
a peony?

October is a good time to 

plant a peony root – making 

sure that the “eyes” are no more 

and no less than 1 to 2 inches 

from the surface of the soil; 

otherwise the peony will not 

bloom. However, most stores 

do not sell peony roots. A pot-

ted peony plant from a store 

can best be planted in spring. 

What are the hard, green, 
fruit-like balls that I see here and 
there on the street where I live? 
Th ey are nearly as big as tennis 
balls and the same color of green. 

 The Capitol Hill
Garden Club

presents

Dear Garden
Problem Lady,

24-hours, 7-day service • Free estimates

703-765-9344
www.suburbanweldingcompany.com

Suburban
Welding Company®

• Repairs of Original Cast Iron Staircases
• Replacement parts for cast iron staircases (new & used)
• Window bars and door security gates
• Handrailings & Stair Railings
• Fences, Sidewalk Gates, Tree Box Fences
• DC code approved bedroom window security bars
• Excavating, back hoe services and tree stump grinding
• Certified welding

Welding & Ornamental Iron Work
Celebrating 39 years on Capitol Hill

Complete
Cast Iron
Staircase

Repair

Keith Roofing
EXPERT WORKMANSHIP AT REASONABLE PRICES!

Residential/Commercial • Over 40 years of Experience

All Work Inspected by Owner...Deals Directly with Customers! 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

202-486-7359

Fully Insured • Licensed • Bonded
“No Job Too Large or Small”

Senior & Military Discounts Available!

Chimney Repairs • Storm & Wind Damage Repair

• New or Re-Roofing
• Tear-Off & Replacement

• Flat Roof Specialist
• Copper, Tin, Sheet Metal & Rolled

• Seamless & Flat Roofs
• Re-Sealing

• Tar, Asphalt, Gravel, Hot Coats
• Modified Bitumen

Insurance Claims • Free Estimates • 24Hr. Service

NEWMAN GALLERY
& CUSTOM FRAMES

Serving Capitol Hill since 1984

Custom designed mats • Wide selection • Work done on premises

Rotating exhibits of local artists

513 11th St., SE  (Eastern Market Metro)
Tue.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

202.544.7577

www.newmangallery.com

“High quality design and 
preservation framing are our top priorities”

CAROLYN THORNTON
INTERIOR DESIGN LLC

• Space Planning • Consultations: $95.00

• Paint Selection • 20+ years experience

202-544-2521
www.Th orntonDesigns.com 

Member of Washington Design Center & ASID

(American Society of Interior Designers)

CAROLYN THORNTON
INTERIOR DESIGN LLC



Black walnuts. Th at light-

green rind is very tough. Ex-

traction of the large nut inside, 

which does look like a familiar 

Persian walnut and is edible, 

can best be done by crashing it 

against a hard surface such as a 

driveway. Th e nut is tasty in nut 

breads and other cooking. If 

storing black walnuts for culi-

nary use, refrigerate them. Th ey 

contain a lot of fat and can go 

rancid otherwise. 

Are Azaleas the same as Rho-
dodendrons?

Plant taxonomists class all 

azaleas and rhododendrons as 

Rhododendron. Th e name “aza-

lea” is commonly used for native 

deciduous species and some ev-

ergreen Oriental types. In gen-

eral, “Rhododendron” is used 

for those species that have large, 

evergreen, leathery leaves. How-

ever, there are no sharp divisions. 

It is always correct to call any of 

them rhododendrons.

Feeling beset by gardening prob-
lems? Send them to the Problem 
Lady c/o Th e Capitol Hill Gar-
den Club at andrew@hillrag.com. 
Your problems might prove in-
structive to others, and help them 
feel superior to you.  Complete 
anonymity is assured.
Capitol Hill Garden Club pro-
grams are free. On Nov. 10, the 
club will focus on environmentally 
smart management of storm wa-
ter and DC’s RiverSmart Home 
subsidy program. Th e meeting be-
gins at 7 p.m. at the Church of the 
Brethren, Fourth Street door, cor-
ner of North Carolina Avenue and 
Fourth Street SE. Membership de-
tails at 202-543-7539.  ★
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT
Contracting

202.321.6416
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

•  Renovation
•  Basements & Additions
•  Kitchens & Baths
•  Green Building
•  Custom Cabinetry Millwork 

“A Resident of Capitol Hill” HODGSON
DESIGN/BUILD, L.L.C

Award-winning Quality

25 years of service
on Capitol Hill

Larry Hodgson  |  202.236.5800
H0kilian@aol.com

Distinctive Kitchens | Historic Restoration

Additions | Master Suites

★ New Roofs ★ Preventive Maintenance
★ Repairs ★ Re-roofing ★ Fascia/Soffits

★ Roof Coating ★ Chimney Repairs 
★ Skylights ★ Gutters/Downspouts

★ Rubber ★ Metal ★ Copper
★ Shingles ★ Slates ★ Shakes

L I C E N S E D ★ B O N D E D ★ I N S U R E D

202 ★ 271 ★ 4377

“ 4 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E ”

2 4 – H O U R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E

FA M I LY  O W N E D  &  O P E R AT E D

FREE ESTIMATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

- Stylish, Sophisticated & Cozy
- Child Safety - Shelf Space
- Improve Heat Distribution
- Increase Property Value

Lloyd’s Custom Cabinetry
301.599.1616

www.lloydpitts.com

Why Cover Radiators?

HR1109

10% off

with purchase

of 3 or more. sale

ends 11/30/09

Call Today!




