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A
my Herbert of H 

Designs has been 

a quiet yet creative 

force on the Hill. Th ough 

relatively new to the free-

lancing art world, her handi-

work already has people 

talking. Most notably, she 

worked with Ryan and Jill 

Jensen to create Peregrine 

Espresso’s sophisticated and 

inviting atmosphere. And 

most recently she produced, 

for the owners of Montmar-

tre, the interior and graphic 

design for their new Sev-

enth Hill Pizzeria. She has 

also installed the well-loved 

Coldwell Banker Christmas 

window display, and collabo-

rated with the General De-

sign Company on the mixed 

media art installation at 

CommonWealth Gastropub 

in Columbia Heights.

Before making Wash-

ington, DC a more beautiful 

place to be, Amy’s artistic en-

deavors began in fi rst grade 

when her teacher affi  rmed 

her obvious talent. Her mom 

began farming her out to lo-

cal Minnesota friends to do 

various artistic tasks and by 

the time she was in junior 

high, she had turned her 

talent into a small business. 

“I’ve always loved any proj-

ect I could get my hands on,” 

says the art prodigy. 

Refl ecting back on that 

time, she can see how her 

artistic inclinations run in 

the family. “My dad and his 

siblings are all engineers – 

mathematical problem solvers 

- while my cousins and I are 

all creatives. It has produced 

in me a passion for solving 

problems aesthetically.” 

Amy landed in DC af-

ter graduating with a bach-

elor of fi ne arts degree from 

Messiah College in Penn-

sylvania. Soon after, she was 

hired as the workshops co-

ordinator at Paper Source in 

Georgetown while appren-

ticing with printmaker Lou 

Stovall. Th en she moved a 

few blocks down M street 

and made her mark as the 

display coordinator for two 

years at Anthropologie.

Since taking the freelanc-

ing leap in May of 2008, she 

has enjoyed the personal and 

business relationships formed 

through her broadened op-

portunities. “I love the process 

of meeting an individual or 

group and fi nding out who 

they are and what they are 

trying to accomplish. Th en 

my objective is to put together 

a personal and artful product 

within the confi nes of time, 

budget, and materials.” 

Currently, Amy can be 

found designing and person-

alizing events and weddings, 

redecorating home interiors, 

coordinating the Hopkins 

Apartments neighborhood 

mural project, and teaching 

a youth paper arts class at 

CHAW. “I am pleasantly sur-

prised by the mutual benefi t of 

what I do. I’m creating things 

for people, but they’re enhanc-

ing my life by giving me the 

opportunity to do so. Th is has 

been very rewarding.”

If you want Amy Her-

bert of H Designs to bring 

resourceful creativity to your 

home or business, contact her 

at amyherbert@verizon.net. 

Melanie Sunukjian is a full-
time Off spring and Habita-
tion Development Specialist, 
freelance writer, and mediocre 
artist. You can contact her with 
questions, or comments at mel-
sunuk@gmail.com.  ★

SOMETHING DIFFERENT
Contracting

202.321.6416
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

•  Renovation

•  Basements & Additions

•  Kitchens & Baths

•  Green Building

•  Custom Cabinetry Millwork 

“A Resident of Capitol Hill”

NEWMAN GALLERY
& CUSTOM FRAMES

Serving Capitol Hill since 1984

Custom designed mats • Wide selection • Work done on premises

Rotating exhibits of local artists

513 11th St., SE  (Eastern Market Metro)
Tue.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

202.544.7577

www.newmangallery.com

“High quality design and 
preservation framing are our top priorities”
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703.892.8648

a clean house
a clean mind

a cleaning service, inc.
satisfaction guaranteed

serving DC, MD & VA since 1985

complete residential services, including laundry & ironing 
commercial & janitorial special rates

free estimates
major credit cards accepted
licensed, bonded & insured

ACleaningSvce@aol.com
www.acleaningserviceinc.com

Expires 10/31/2009Expires 10/31/2009

Th e
Perfect 
Place to 
Party!

319 Penn Ave, SE - Upstairs
202.546.7782

www.topofthehill-dc.com

Private Parties Are Our Specialty!
 

New catering menu now available. Food 
and beverage packages to suit all. We do 
not just host your event let us help you 
plan your event from the start to fi nish.

HAPPY HOUR:
 Monday-Friday
5:30pm ‘til 8pm

Thursday is
Karaoke Night!

Now Open for Lunch on Fridays

www.18thdc.com
613 Pennsylvania Ave. SE

202-277-2367

Try Our New Late Night Menu

Featuring ‘Hit The Spot’

Late Night Breakfast

Kitchen Open Until Last Call!

Watch Football in Comfort of 
Your Own Living Room!




