
by Nancy J. Kellner

Legal Off-Leash Dog Parks
Progress, One Paw at a Time
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December 2007 brought dog owners some early 

holiday joy – the fi nal rulemaking to amend 

Chapter 7 of Title 19 of the DC Municipal Regu-

lations. Not ringing any bells? At long last, we have 

rules governing the creation and maintenance of 

off -leash dog parks in the District. Many thought 

this would never happen. 

Now the real work begins for advocates and ea-

ger dog owners. Th e application packet begins with 

a letter from Clark E. Ray, director of the DC De-

partment of Parks and Recreation (DPR), to dog 

park applicants in which he says: “I am excited to 

present you with this unique opportunity to work 

together to expand DPR’s off erings and services for 

District residents,” by establishing new public dog 

parks. And the current budget includes $500,000 

to be used by DPR for these parks. 

Th e process seems simple: identify a site; com-

plete the short application once DPR confi rms that 

the District owns the land; draft a formal proposal 

stating the reasons for establishing a dog park in 

the neighborhood; obtain letters and/or petitions 

of support from adjoining advisory neighborhood 

commissions; obtain letters and/or petitions of 

support from residents within a 10-block radius of 

the proposed park and other individuals/organiza-

tions in the surrounding area; and submit the pack-

age to DPR and wait. 

But of course, there’s more to it. Establishing a 

dog park requires formation of a “friends” group to 

spearhead and organize the eff ort, persuade neigh-

bors and commissioners, formulate and present a 

compelling vision, and work with DPR on a fea-

sible design and implementation plan. DPR will 

have “primary responsibility for constructing and 

maintaining the park, and the dog park group shall 

have primary responsibility for daily management 

of the park.” (Regulations, Sec. 732.8). Th e dog 

park group will need to foster and maintain good 

relationships with the neighborhood and monitor 

park use and, perhaps, abuse.

Poised to be Among the First – Friends of 
Kingsman Field and HillHounds

Th e Hill off ers few DC-owned areas that are 

large enough for a sizeable dog park or, like Walter 

Pierce Park in Adams Morgan (DPRs “pilot” dog 

park), a multi-use park for dogs, children, garden-

ers and athletes. Reviving an eff ort that has been 

percolating for many years, the recently formed 

Friends of Kingsman Field envisions a compre-

hensive renovation, creating a neighborhood des-

tination in the spirit of Walter Pierce and Garfi eld 

Park (Th ird Street SE). 

Kingsman Field is located behind Options 

Charter School, between 13th & 14th and D & E 

streets NE. Th e fi eld has a large grassy area and an 

oddly-shaped asphalt area behind the school and a 

nearby church. Th ere are two sad-looking basket-

ball hoops, rusting and broken fences, graffi  ti and 

untended grass. New condos fl ank one side of the 

fi eld, and across alley-ways, there are older homes 

nearby.

Kingsman has a colorful and turbulent past, 

punctuated by riots in the ‘60s, subsequent aban-

donment of the site by a Safeway store, and the 

closing then reopening of the adjacent public 

school. From 1997 to 2001, annual “urban cam-

pouts” (complete with tents and marshmallow 

roasts) were organized by neighbors to “raise 

awareness about Kingsman Field and the need for 

greenspace on Capitol Hill,” say Suzanne Wells 

and Elizabeth Nelson, who organized this mam-

moth weekend event. Also, the District was trying 

to sell the land and school to private developers. By 

2001, DPR realized it had jurisdiction and plans to 

renovate the fi eld were underway. 

Th e current Friends of Kingsman includes 

neighbors, landscape architects, kid and dog par-

ents, urban campout veterans, Sports on the 

Hill, community gardeners and ANC6A com-

missioners Bill Schultheiss and Mary Beatty.

Says Schultheiss, “I’ve been interested in rejuve-

nating Kingsman for many years. We now have an 

outstanding group of energized, experienced people 

working hard to realize the dream of a Kingsman 

New condos overlook a forlorn Kingsman Field. 
Photo by Melynda Majors.

INSET: Lucien and Lilly Majors view Kingsman
graffi ti with dismay. Photo by Melynda Majors
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www.dog-ma.com
821 Virginia Avenue SE

202.543.7805

PLAY-Care for Dogs!

� Daily Daycare and overnight
boarding

� 10,000 sq. feet of indoor and
outdoor play-space

� 24-hour staffing

� Training

HOURS OF OPERATION
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 7:30AM-6PM

Thursday-Friday 7:30AM-7:30PM
Saturday 8AM-12 Noon

Doctors Hours by Appointment • Early Drop Off Service Available •
Preventative and Geriatric Health Care • Medical, Surgical, Dental Care
Facilities • In House Laboratory and Radiology • Hill’s Prescription Diets

520 8th Street, SE  •  202 546 1972 • 202 546 8930 fax
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For all your pet transport needs.

Owned and operated by a veterinary technician

Specializing in trips to

Veterinary Hospitals
Veterinary Specialty Hospitals

Veterinary Rehab Centers
MRI Center

Groomers, Kennels, Airports
Or anywhere pets need to be

www.vettaxi.com 202-276-5744

How Much is
Three Hours of

Your Time
Worth?

How Much is
Your Pet’s

Health Worth?

“I’m too sexy for this clinic.”
– Mow Mow609 2nd St., NE near UNION STATION

www.unionvetclinic.com

• Full Time Staff Doctor On
Site

• Complete Veterinary Services
• Science Diet & Prescription

Diet Foods

• Cat Boarding
• Totally New Facility
• International Health

Certificates
• Microchip Identification

UNION VETERINARY CLINIC
High Quality General Practice

202-544-2500
JULIE D. GILES, DVM
ALLISON GROSS, DVM
LARISSA KATS, DVM

Capitol Hill Pets
Exceptional Service at Reasonable Rates

202.546.1291
www.capitolhillpets.com • capitolhillpets@yahoo.com

Marilyn Schwartz
Capitol Hill Resident
Member Pet Sitter

Associates, LLC
Fully Insured

✓ Mid-Day Dog Walking
✓ Pet Sitting

Dr. Melvin Howard II

Mon-Fri 10am - 1pm & 5pm - 7pm
Thurs 5pm - 7pm • Sat 10am - 1pm

Appts. not necessary
Bathing & Grooming by Appt.

2309 Penn. Ave., SE
(Located @ 295 & Penn.Ave.)

Serving
the area for over 

40 years

Field that serves a broad range 

of community interests.”

Release the Hounds!
Over the years, Kingsman 

became a gathering place for 

dog owners to exercise their 

dogs, often off -leash, provok-

ing the ire of one very vocal and 

belligerent resident. Attempts 

to establish peaceful coexis-

tence failed. Today, few dog-

owners venture there. Melynda

Majors, contact for the advoca-

cy group, HillHounds, is enthu-

siastic about a new dog park not 

only for her two basset hounds, 

Lucien and Lilly, but in memo-

ry of her beloved basset, Agnes. 

Says Majors, “When Agnes was 

too sick to walk far, she’d strain 

at her leash to go to Kingsman. 

But the harassment we suff ered 

terrifi ed her. I couldn’t subject 

her to that.” 

HillHounds is circulating 

a petition to garner support for 

the dog park. Download it from 

www.geocities.com/fsusemi-

nole98/KingsmanDogpark-

Petition.pdf.

 

Beyond the Dogs
On his website, Ward 6 

Councilmember Tommy Wells 

says: “As a dog owner myself, I 

truly believe dogs are as much 

a part of our lives in the city as 

anything else. Th ey get us out-

side walking and help to build 

closer communities with our 

neighbors. Having secure, off -

leash areas dedicated for our 

dogs will be a great amenity in 

our city life together.” Amen 

and Woof!

To learn more about:
• Th e Friends of Kingsman 

and ANC 6A meetings, 

contact Bill Schultheiss at 

schlthss@yahoo.com. 

• Th e dog park eff ort, look 

to HillHounds’ Melynda 

Majors at hillhounds@ya-

hoogroups.com. 

• Th e dog park regulations and 

application process, see dpr.

dc.gov/dogparks. 

Nancy J. Kellner is an attorney, 
a professional dog trainer and 
the owner of What A Good Dog! 
LLC. She can be reached online at 
nancy@whatagooddog.net.  ■

•  BUY 1 GARDEN CONTAINER, GET 50% OFF THE 2ND of equal or lesser

value only through March (plastic and basic terra cotta excluded)

•  GET 20% off all in-stock heaters (excluding special orders) 

•  ST. PATRICK’S ONE-DAY SALE - MON, MARCH 17

Buy anything green* and get 10% off.
*EXCLUDING OUTSIDE PLANTS AND LIVE GOODS

MARCH
MADNESS

Frager’s Hardware
1115 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20003
202-543-6157 | 202-543-9048 (fax)
fragers.hardware@verizon.net
Mon-Fri 7 am-7 pm, Sat 7 am-5:55 pm, Sun 8 am-5 pm




