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Inauguration 411
Th e DC Government has set up the website 

www.inauguration.dc.gov to help visitors and 

DC residents fi nd information about events sur-

rounding the 44th Presidential Inauguration on 

Jan. 20. Th e website includes links to a local cal-

endar of events, transportation information, spec-

tator information, street closures, biographies on 

President-Elect Obama and Vice President-Elect 

Biden, offi  cial inaugural websites, fun facts, emer-

gency information and a photo gallery of past in-

augurations. 

Volunteer at the Inauguration
Be a part of history and serve as a volunteer 

for Inauguration 2009. Shifts are available from 

Jan. 17-20 (with the majority of volunteer assign-

ments on Jan. 20). Volunteers will assist in off er-

ing directions for travelers on buses, Metro rail 

and on foot, as well as providing information to 

help visitors get to and from the National Mall 

and other key sites. Register to volunteer at www.

cncs.dc.gov. You must attend a mandatory infor-

mation session on Jan. 10 or Jan. 11 from 9 - 4 

in the Old Council Chambers at One Judiciary 

Square, 441 Fourth St. NW. To RSVP for the in-

formation session or for questions, please e-mail 

volunteer@dc.gov or call 202-727-7925.

JPI Offering Furnished
Apartments for Inaugural Events 

JPI recently announced it will make apart-

ments available for temporary inaugural housing 

as well as off er short-term leasing options. Both 

the Jeff erson at Capitol Yards and the Axiom at 

Capitol Yards, located at 70 and 100 I St. SE, will 

provide inaugural visitors both one-and-two-bed-

room furnished apartments four blocks from the 

United States Capitol and the House of Repre-

sentatives offi  ce buildings. Th e properties are also 

located within a short walk to both the Capitol 

South and Navy Yard Metro stops. For more in-

formation, contact Melanie Martin at 202-479-

4570 or Christian Rawlings at 202-863-4004 or 

visit www.capitolyardsdc.com.

Eastern HS Modernization Plans 
Raise Concerns

In late 2008, the Offi  ce of Public Education 

Facilities Management (OPEFM) issued a RFP 

to modernize the historic Eastern Senior High 

School building; an award announcement was 

planned for Jan. 2. Eastern’s School Improvement 

Team (SIT) – the conduit for school and neigh-

borhood modernization input – had not yet been 

convened. Despite months of promises, DCPS 

had not begun public planning for a new academic 

program to be implemented after the current pro-

gram is phased out. As of late December, DCPS 

could say only that it “plans to host an academic 

planning meeting for Eastern in late January,” fol-

lowed by convening a SIT. Contact Anthony.De-

Guzman@dc.gov or call 202-684-5051 for details 

on DCPS’ public planning.

Neighborhood concerns about the $50 mil-

lion taxpayer investment include the RFP’s vague 
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Capitol Hill Ice Skater Brings Home the Gold
 

Capitol Hill resident Kyle MacMillan and his skating partner, Rachel Parsons (Derwood, Md.) (pic-

tured on the podium with their gold medals), competed Dec. 8 in the US Junior Figure Skating Cham-

pionships in Lake Placid, NY, and placed fi rst in the juvenile category for ice dancing. Both skaters are 

11 years old and members of the Washington Figure Skating Club, the second-largest skating club in the 

nation with more than 750 members and eight affi  liated rinks in the District of Columbia, Maryland and 

Virginia. Fourteen young skaters from the club qualifi ed to compete at Junior Nationals.
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www.dog-ma.com
821 Virginia Avenue SE

202.543.7805

PLAY-Care for Dogs!

� Daily Daycare and overnight
boarding

� 10,000 sq. feet of indoor and
outdoor play-space

� 24-hour staffing

� Training
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reference to accommodating the “existing school 

population” throughout construction and lack 

of detail about design-builder engagement with 

the community. Ward 6 Councilmember Tommy 

Wells reported at press time that he had “request-

ed a meeting with [DCPS] Chancellor Rhee as 

soon as possible.” Concerned residents are orga-

nizing to ensure that current students are protect-

ed and that new academics and facilities for Ward 

6’s only comprehensive public high school meet 

the needs of the whole community for decades to 

come. Contact Suzanne Wells, of the Capitol Hill 

Public School Parent Organization, m.godec@att.

net, or visit www.ConnectEDdc.wordpress.com.

Shell Gas Station
Application Denied

Th e District Department of Transportation 

Public Space Committee unanimously voted on 

Dec. 18 to deny the public space application DAG 

Petroleum submitted for a Shell gas station at 

1400 Maryland Ave. NE. (For more background, 

see the Hill Rag September 2008.) ANC 6A06 

Commissioner Bill Schultheiss reported on his 

single member district’s listserv that the commit-

tee was impressed by the large numbers of public 

comments submitted opposing the use of public 

space for the operation of a gas station. In ren-

dering their opinion, they left open the door for 

the company to redesign the site, but supported 

the ANC and neighborhood position that public 

space not be used for operations necessary to the 

running of a gas station such as parking, queuing 

and circulating to the gas pumps.. 

“Th is is a huge victory for the H Street and the 

neighborhood. We owe a great deal of gratitude 

to Council Members Wells, Cheh, and Brown for 

their support in addition to their able staff ,” said 

Shultheiss. “I also want to state this would not 

been possible without the support of a great many 

people who volunteered lots of time researching 

the regulations and organizing the neighborhood 

with the Shell-no campaign.” For more informa-

tion about the Public Space Committee’s decision, 

e-mail publicspace.committee@dc.gov; for more 

information about community eff orts to block the 

gas station, visit www.shell-no.com.  

Friendship Public Charter 
School Open House 

Th e January and February Friendship Public 

Charter School Open House dates for the DC 

campuses are as follows: Blow Pierce Academy, 

725 19th St. NE, grades 4-8, 202-572-1070, Feb. 

7, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Chamberlain Elementary Cam-

pus, 1345 Potomac Ave. SE, grades preschool (3 

years old) to 8, 202-547-5800, Jan. 17, 11 a.m.-1 

p.m., Feb. 3, 9 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Feb. 7, 11 a.m.-1 

p.m.; Collegiate Academy, 4095 Minnesota Ave. 

NE, grades 9-12, 202-396-5500, Jan. 17, 9 a.m.-

11 a.m.; Southeast Elementary Academy, 645 

Milwaukee Place SE, grades preschool (3 years 

old) to 6, 202-562-1980, Jan. 28, 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 

& 3 p.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Feb. 20, 

9 a.m.-11 a.m. Early Childhood Open House; 

Woodridge Elementary and Middle School, 2959 

Carlton Ave. NE, grades preschool (3 years old)-

8, 202-635-6500, Jan. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Feb. 18, 9 

a.m.-1 p.m. www.friendshipschools.org. 

A Forum on Tenants’ Rights
and Responsibilities

Given the increasingly diffi  cult fi nancial situ-

ation so many local residents are facing, the South 

Washington/West of the River Family Strength-

ening/ Collaborative and the Capitol Hill Group 

Ministry will co-sponsor a panel discussion Jan. 

15, 6-8 p.m., at Tyler Elementary School Audito-
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Mark Stafford, Jessica Stafford Davis, Mrs. Amanda & Earl Sr. and Earl Jr. Stafford

Earl Staff ord, the founder of Unitech, a Centerville technology company, 

took advantage of a one million dollar inaugural package off ered by the JW Mar-

riott. As one of the prime locations in the District (1331 Pennsylvania Ave. is on 

the presidential parade route), the package includes 300 rooms, four suites and 

$200,000 worth of food and drink. Th e three-day extravaganza includes a Prayer 

Breakfast (1,000 expected), Martin Luther King Luncheon (1,000 expected), 

Youth Ball (300 expected) and the People’s Inaugural Ball (1,000 expected) with 

hopes that President Obama will attend. It was a family aff air when Mr. Staf-

ford and his wife, Amanda, and his children (Mark, Jessica Davis Staff ord and 

Earl Jr.), made the announcement at a press conference. Mr. Staff ord, one of 12 

children of a Baptist minister, said that “God moved him” to do what he is doing. 

A cross section of people, including the disadvantaged, the physically challenged, 

the homeless, veterans and those on active duty in the military, are expected to 

attend. Th is wonderful gift also includes lodging for three days, food, make-up 

sessions, gowns and tuxedos for those who cannot aff ord it.

Assisting in organizing this mammoth project is Lavern Chatman (CEO & 

President of the Northern Virginia Urban League), Emmet L. Dunn (Congress 

Director of the Baptist World Alliance), Cathy Hughes (TV One) and the Joint 

Center for Political and Economic Studies. For additional information, go to 

www.Th eStaff ordFoundation.org.  -by Mickey Th ompson

The People’s Inaugural Project



rium, 1001 G St. SE., focusing 

on the obligations that ten-

ants and landlords have toward 

each other under DC law, how 

to avoid evictions, accessing 

emergency rental assistance, 

improving the quality of rental 

units, and alternative support 

for elderly tenants. Following 

the panelists’ presentations, 

questions and comments from 

attendees will be welcome. For 

more information, please con-

tact Juanita Jones, community 

outreach coordinator, South 

Washington Collaborative, 

202 365-2738.

Small Business 
Brief Advice
Legal Clinic 

Th ere is a Small Business 

Brief Advice Legal Clinic Jan. 

15, 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 

Small Business Development 

Center at the University of 

the District of Columbia, 4340 

Connecticut Ave. NW. Th e 

Washington DC SBDC and 

the DC Bar Pro Bono Pro-

gram are off ering this free legal 

clinic. Th is clinic is for aspir-

ing or existing small business 

owners. Attendees will meet 

one-on-one with attorneys for 

brief advice on any legal issues 

their businesses may be facing. 

Direct any questions to Darryl 

Maxwell, staff  attorney, Com-

munity Economic Develop-

ment Project of the DC Bar 

Pro Bono Program, 202-737-

4700, Ext. 369, dmaxwell@

dcbar.org. 

NoMa Gains
Commercial Tenants

Th e American Chem-

istry Council announced in 

mid-December that it would 

be moving its headquarters 

from Arlington, Va., to NoMa 

(North of Massachusetts Av-

enue)  in 2010. Th e ACC will 

be located in the building at 

700 Second St. NE, currently 

under joint development by 

Louis Dreyfus Property Group 

and Fisher Brothers. 

Th e Washington Business 
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Journal also reported in mid-December that the Urban Institute has plans 

to buy space in a building being built by Tishman Speyer Properties at 

1100 First St. NE. 

Th e NoMa Business Improvement District has hired two new safe-

ty ambassadors, Robert Walker and Albert Williams, bringing the total 

number of uniformed ambassadors in NoMa to four. Th ese BID ambas-

sadors greet and provide support to visitors and travelers; reach out to 

homeless persons and refer them to agencies that provide support servic-

es; and inspect the BID area and follow up on infrastructure maintenance, 

repair and sanitation needs

For more information about NoMa and its BID, including an interac-

tive development map, see the BID website at www.nomabid.org. 

Restaurant Closings
• Café Roma, which was located at 411 18th St. NE for the past year, 

closed Dec. 15 citing the “prevailing diffi  cult market conditions.” 

Th ere is a possibility that it will try to reopen in he spring. If you have 

any ideas that might help this much-needed venture, or for more info 

on the closing, e-mail yohanneskidane@gmail.com.

• After 50 years of business, the Market Inn Restaurant (200 E St. 

SW) closed its doors Dec. 31. Th e family-owned restaurant lost its 

lease and has no plans, currently, to reopen in a new location. 

MLK Day & 44th Presidential Inaugural
Anacostia EcoTour (by Bike) 

Wholeness for Humanity will host the Anacostia EcoTour Jan. 19, 

9:30-2, at the US Department of Transportation building (200 M St. SE), 

which will connect community leaders with citizens; promote environ-

mental and community stewardship; and raise awareness about the health 

of the Anacostia Watershed. Participants will take a leisurely 12 to 15 

mile bike ride through the Anacostia Watershed and receive a fi rst-hand 

look at the environmental achievements and contributions of citizens in 

the DC Metropolitan area. Th e tour includes a lunch, networking and 

discussion at the Marvin Gaye Park celebration and ends at the second 

Anacostia High School Community Service Festival. Free. Call 202-686-

9813 or visit www.wholenessforhumanity.com for more information. 

DSLBD Micro Loan Program Funds Available 
Th e DC Department of Small and Local Business Development 

(DSLBD) introduced a pilot Micro Loan Program for the current fi scal 

year. Applications and further guidelines will be available online at dslbd.

dc.gov. In order to apply for DSLBD’s Micro Loan Program, businesses 

must be certifi ed by the Department of Small and Local Business Devel-

opment as Certifi ed Business Enterprises that are designated as “small,” 

“disadvantaged” or “resident-owned.” Businesses must qualify in all three 

certifi cation categories to apply. 

Other program requirements include, but are not limited to, the fol-

lowing: businesses are independently owned, operated and controlled; 

businesses have been in existence for at least three years; businesses have a 

current Certifi cate of Good Standing from the Department of Consumer 

and Regulatory Aff airs; and a Certifi cate of Clean Hands from the Offi  ce 

of Tax and Revenue. For more information, call 202-727-3900 or visit 

www.dslbd.dc.gov. 

Capitol Hill Energy Co-op Meeting
Th ere will be an open meeting of the Capitol Hill Energy Coop on 

Feb. 10, at 7 p.m., location TBD. Th e mission of the organization is tri-

fold: (1) self-education on green/energy issues; (2) possible negotiation 

of group discounts on bulk purchases and installations of green/renew-

able energy systems; (3) policy review and work with DC government to 

propose sustainable living solutions.  For location and more information, 



please contact Jeewon Kim at 

kim_jeewon@yahoo.com.

Tropicana Offering 
an Extended Menu 
and Hours 

Tropicana on H Street 

NE is now open seven days a 

week. Th e eatery has extended 

its daily hours of operation to 

Sundays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Additionally, Tropicana is in 

the process of putting together 

a breakfast menu; breakfast 

hours will begin in early Janu-

ary. Call or e-mail for more 

information. 1016 H St. NE, 

202-388-7900, tropicanaonh@

aol.com. 

Mandarin Chinese 
Practice Club

For over 20 years, Ameri-

can and Chinese friends want-

ing to practice Mandarin con-

versation have gathered at the 

Eat First Restaurant, 609 H 

St. NW, for lunch and unstruc-

tured conversation. Th e lunch 

is always the fi rst Saturday of 

each month, from 12:30-2 p.m. 

Th e group speaks only Manda-

rin at the table (except to ask 

how say some particular word) 

and tries to accommodate any 

level of profi ciency. Please do 

not come if you want to talk 

about China but in English – 

that’s not what the group does. 

Th e group generally is made 

up of both foreign (Ameri-

can) and native speakers, but 

the composition changes each 

month. No need to call ahead 

– just show up! 

$2 Million in College 
Scholarships Now 
Available for Hispanic 
Students in 2009

Th e Hispanic College Fund 

(HCF) has opened applica-

tions for scholarships to be 

awarded in 2009. Scholarships, 

ranging from $500 to $10,000, 

are available for undergraduate 

and graduate students who are 

seeking careers as engineers, 
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pharmacists, nurses, doctors, 

hotel executives, chief fi nan-

cial offi  cers and much more. 

Students can apply at www.

hispanicfund.org/scholarships, 

where the online application 

and eligibility criteria for all 

scholarships are available. Stu-

dents can also receive college 

and career tips by signing up 

for the Hispanic College Fund 

newsletter at www.hispanic-

fund.org/newsletter-sign-up. 

Scholarship
Program for High 
School Students to 
Study Abroad 

Th e National Security 

Language Initiative for Youth 

(NSLI-Y) program is off ering 

550 full scholarships to US 

high school students and just 

graduated students (ages 15-

18) to study abroad and learn 

foreign languages, including 

Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, Hindi, 

Korean, Russian and Turkish. 

Sponsored by the US Depart-

ment of State, NSLI-Y is de-

signed to increase American 

citizens’ capacity to engage 

foreign governments and peo-

ples through critical languages. 

Program lengths include sum-

mer (6-8 weeks), one-semester 

and full-year. Students will 

live with a host family, attend 

school and interact with in-

ternational students in person 

and through online technolo-

gies. For more information 

about the scholarship and to 

apply online, visit www.NSLI-

foryouth.org.

DPR Needs Volunteer 
Timers for Invita-
tional Swim Meet 

Th e DC Department of 

Parks and Recreation (DPR) 

and the United Black Fund 

will host “Make your Mark,” 

the 23rd Annual Black His-

tory Invitational Swim Meet, 

Feb. 13-15, at the Takoma 

Aquatic Center, and volun-

teers are needed for the event. 

Volunteer shifts are available 

throughout all three days of 



the meet. To volunteer, contact 

David Brooks at 202-498-2145 

or david.brooks@dc.gov. Tako-

ma Aquatic Center is located 

at 300 Van Buren St. NW. 

Holiday Tree
Collection

Holiday trees and other 

greenery were to be placed in 

curbside tree boxes by Jan. 2 to 

be collected between Jan. 2 and 

11. If your tree was not out for 

pickup by Jan. 2, or if your tree 

was out by Jan. 2 but was not 

collected by Jan. 17, then place 

your tree with the trash for 

regular pickup. Residents also 

can bring trees to the Fort Tot-

ten Transfer Station weekdays, 

1 p.m.-5 p.m., and Saturdays, 8 

a.m.-3 p.m., for free tree chip-

ping. www.dpw.dc.gov. 

Weigh in on the 
New DCPS Website

DC public schools is rede-

signing its website and would 

like the public’s feedback. Th e 

Offi  ce of Family & Public 

Engagement has created an 

online survey to give the op-

portunity for the DCPS com-

munity (principals, teachers, 

parents, students, DCPS em-

ployees, community members, 

etc.) to share their thoughts 

and ideas for the new site. Th e 

survey is located at www.k12.

dc.us/web-survey.htm.

Volunteer Now
with Higher 
Achievement!

Higher Achievement, a 

year-round academic enrich-

ment program for middle 

school students, is looking for 

volunteer mentors and study 

hall aides at its Ward 6 site, 

Ludlow-Taylor Elementary 

School, 659 G St. NE. Men-

tors come one night per week 

– Mondays, Tuesdays or Th urs-

days, from 6-8:15 p.m. – and 

work with a specifi ed group of 

scholars on lessons in math, lit-

erature and technology. Study 

hall aides come one afternoon 

per week, on Mondays, Tues-
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10TH STREET
AUTO REPAIRS
Serving Capitol Hill for over 25 years

Family-owned & Operated
Certified Mechanics Foreign & Domestic

518 10th St., NE (MD & 10th St., NE)

Monday-Friday: 8 am – 6 pm • 544-1110

NOEL KANE
A T T O R N E Y A T L A W

WILLS • SEPARATION

DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY

REAL ESTATE • TAX

236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Suite 210

Washington, DC 20002
Two blocks from Union Station

202-547-1777

Energy. Enthusiasm. Experience.

With Grant, Ryall
& Andrew 
representing you, 
you’ll get all three!

Call us today. 

Grant Griffi th 202.741.1685

Ryall Smith 202.741.1781

Andrew Glasow 202.741.1654

The Grant, Ryall & Andrew Group
cbmove.com/grant.ryall.andrew

Interior & Exterior Painting | Tile

Cabinets | Plumbing | Electric Phred Pham
office 202 491-4473

freeestimate@phixit.net

Bathroom & Kitchen
Renovations

Licensed in DC

Megan Shapiro

(Cell) 202-329-4068
Megan.shapiro@verizon.net

George Olson

(Cell) 202-203-0339
George.olson@rmxtalk.com

*Representing Buyers & Sellers in DC, MD & VA*

See Virtual Tours for all our listings and more at:
www.meganshapiro.sell4.com

Your Neighborhood Realtors
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days, or Th ursdays, to assist 

scholars with their homework. 

Study hall aides report to the 

site for one hour any time be-

tween 3:30 and 6:00 p.m. Staff  

provides training and support. 

Visit www.higherachievement.

org and click on the volunteer 

link to learn more. 

Become a Family 
Friend and Help
a Child with
a Disability

Family Friends DC match-

es adult volunteers with fami-

lies that have a child (young or 

adult who lives at home) with a 

disability or special health care 

needs. Th e volunteer makes 

weekly visits to his or her 

matched family to engage the 

child (or the child’s siblings) 

in educational and recreational 

activities, and to share wisdom, 

love and support with the fam-

ily. A small stipend is available, 

as well as training and ongoing 

program support. Call today to 

volunteer or for more informa-

tion. 202-561-1991.

Participate in
Kidsave Weekend 
Miracles Program

Th is program helps chil-

dren 12 and older in foster care 

fi nd adoptive families by creat-

ing positive relationships with 

area adults. Meet the youth in 

the program at any of Kidsave’s 

monthly events. Call 202-237-

7283, or visit www.kidsave.org, 

for more information. 

Capitol Hill Group 
Ministry Has
Many Volunteer
Opportunities

A number of volunteer op-

portunities, from tutoring stu-

dents to picking up and deliv-

ering furniture donations, are 

available. 202-544-0631, www.

chgm.net. 

St. Mark’s Players
301 A Street SE, Washington, DC 20003

tickets available at: www.stmarksplayers.org 
or (202) 546-9670

Performance Dates:
January 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, and 24 - 2009
Friday and Saturday at 8pm, Sunday at 4pm



DC Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence 
SAFE Program

Th e SAFE program is look-

ing for on-call advocates for vic-

tims of domestic violence who 

can commit to two, 12- hour 

shifts each month for six months. 

202-879-7828, www.dccadv.org. 

DC Coalition Against Domes-

tic Violence SAFE Program.

Help Women
Transition from 
Welfare to Work

Dress for Success, a Capitol 

Hill-based group which pro-

vides professional clothing and 

mentoring programs to women 

who are making the transition 

from welfare to work, is looking 

for volunteers to help suit cli-

ents and perform general offi  ce 

duties. 202-544-3373, ext. 264, 

www.dressforsuccess.org. 

Support Healthy 
Babies Project

Th is community-based sup-

port system for pregnant and 

parenting women in Wards 5 

and 6 needs volunteers, ages 18 

and older, to provide childcare 

while mothers attend parenting 

classes held during the day and 

in the evening. 202-396-2809, 

www.healthybabiesproject.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
to Restore the
Anacostia River

Earth Conservation Corps 

needs volunteers to come out 

and off er their time to help 

get the river and watershed 

cleaner and greener. Volunteer 

opportunities occur the fi rst 

and third Saturdays of every 

month, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

www.ecc1.org. 

Have some news for the Bulletin 
Board? E-mail bulletinboard@
hillrag.com. Submissions may be 
edited. CCN cannot guarantee 
publication.  ★
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